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      Who are the Kurds? 

 
The Kurds are an ethnic group native to the mountainous regions of 
western Asia, primarily spanning parts of Turkey, Syria, Iraq, and Iran. 
They are one of the largest stateless nations in the world, with a 
population estimated to be around 30-40 million people. The Kurds 
have their own distinct language, culture, and history, and have long 
sought autonomy and independence in the regions they inhabit. 
 
The Kurds are predominantly Sunni Muslims, but they also include 
followers of other religions such as Yazidism, Christianity, and 
Zoroastrianism. Despite their diverse religious backgrounds, the 
Kurds share a common identity based on their shared language and 
cultural heritage. The Kurdish language, known as Kurdish, is a 
member of the Iranian branch of the Indo-European language family, 
and has several dialects including Kurmanji, Sorani, and Pehlewani. 
 
The Kurds have a long and tumultuous history, marked by periods of 
oppression and persecution by various ruling powers in the region. 
Throughout the 20th century, the Kurds have faced discrimination, 
forced assimilation, and violent repression at the hands of the Turkish, 
Iraqi, Iranian, and Syrian governments. In Iraq, under Saddam 
Hussein's rule, the Kurds were subjected to chemical attacks, mass 
executions, and displacement, culminating in the Anfal genocide in the 
late 1980s. 
 
Despite these challenges, the Kurds have maintained a strong sense of 
national identity and have continued to advocate for their rights and 
autonomy. In recent years, the Kurdish people have played a key role 
in the fight against the Islamic State (ISIS) in Iraq and Syria, with 
Kurdish militias such as the Peshmerga and the Syrian Democratic 
Forces (SDF) leading the charge against the extremist group. 
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The Kurds have also made significant strides towards achieving 
political autonomy in Iraq, where the Kurdistan Regional Government 
(KRG) was established in 1992. The KRG governs the autonomous 
region of Iraqi Kurdistan, which has its own parliament, flag, and 
military forces. However, the Kurdish quest for independence has 
been met with resistance from the central governments of Iraq, 
Turkey, Iran, and Syria, all of which view Kurdish aspirations for self-
determination as a threat to their territorial integrity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


