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Introduction

The humanistic experience of the Rimini court under Sigismondo 
Malatesta was relatively brief. It began with Sigismondo’s rise to power 
but was already in decline by the mid-1450s, as the Lord of Rimini – 
excluded from the Peace of Lodi and increasingly isolated – saw his 
in#uence gradually and progressively wane.1

Yet, the fruits of Sigismondo’s patronage were substantial and abun-
dant, impacting every $eld of culture: literary, artistic, and architectural. 
Malatesta propaganda took on distinctive characteristics, embracing 
themes aimed at shielding Sigismondo from the bad reputation 
surrounding him and creating an alternative image of the condo!iere, 
one that allowed him to rival his political adversaries.2

Like many leaders of his time, Sigismondo surrounded himself with 
intellectuals and artists to celebrate his glory and immortalize his mem-
ory. Artistically and architecturally, this cultural project is magni$cently 
exempli$ed by Castel Sismondo and, above all, the Tempio Malates-
tiano, as well as the medals of Ma!eo de’ Pasti, the bas-reliefs of 
Agostino di Duccio, and the paintings by Piero Della Francesca.

On the literary front, the $gure of Basinio da Parma stands out. From 
1449, the year of his relocation to Rimini, he led the creation of the ideal-
ized image of his patron, $rst with the Liber Iso$aeus and later the Hesperis. 
But alongside him, other writers also worked at court, both renowned 
and lesser-known, such as Roberto Valturio, Giusto de’ Conti, Tobia del 
Borgo, Pietro e Giacomo Perleoni, Benede!o da Cesena, Tommaso 
Seneca da Camerino, and, for a short time, Porcelio de’ Pandoni.
%e manifestations of Humanism in Rimini, in all their variety and 

diversity, form a cohesive universe revolving around the ambiguous 

1 Economic challenges within Rimini began to impact its cultural life around 1458, as 
intellectuals started to depart from Sigismondo Malatesta’s court. Basinio da Parma, the 
leading $gure of the court’s intellectual scene, had already passed away the previous year. 
However, echoes of Malatesta’s cultural in%uence endured for some time; for example, 
Roberto Valturio’s De re militari achieved peak success around 1462. For further discus-
sion on the intellectual exodus from Rimini, see Piromalli 1980.

2 About the reputation of Sigismondo among his contemporaries, see Gaeta 1978; 
Frioli 2008; Basinio, Astronomica (ed. Chisena).
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$gure of Sigismondo and that of Iso!a degli A!i, his lover and later 
wife, who was transformed into the muse of his court. %e romantic 
allure exerted by the Malatesta court on the collective imagination can 
also be measured by the literary works it inspired, even centuries later, 
from Ezra Pound’s Cantos to the echoes of Basinio in D’Annunzio, and 
even contemporary novels that continue to celebrate the love of Sigis-
mondo and Iso!a. %e grandeur of the cultural program and Sigis-
mondo’s controversial reputation helped spark a!ention and scandal, 
not least because of the alleged “paganism” of his court – a topic that 
remains open and debated among scholars to this day.3

Since the eighteenth century, numerous studies have examined the 
artistic and literary manifestations of Malatestian Humanism. Follow-
ing the eighteenth-century studies on Basinio and the historical 
accounts of Rimini by Angelo and Francesco Gaetano Ba!aglini and 
Lorenzo Drudi,4 the positivist period of the nineteenth century was 
marked by Yriarte’s documentary work.5 Yriarte helped to spread Sigis-
mondo Malatesta’s fame beyond the local context and paved the way 
for the twentieth-century studies by Massèra, Soranzo, and Ferri.6

Although the tradition of studies on Malatestian Humanism and its 
key $gures has remained virtually unbroken, today research on this 
subject is experiencing a new proli$c phase, marked by the publication 
of numerous philological and interpretive works that have renewed 
a!ention on the Malatesta court and its protagonists.
%is new phase of scholarship, initiated by the numerous contribu-

tions of Donatella Coppini, Donatella Frioli, and Italo Pantani, has 
recently seen the publication of the $rst Italian translation of the Liber 
Iso$aeus by Jacopo Pesaresi;7 the critical edition, with translation and 
commentary, of the Astronomicon libri duo, edited by Anna Gabriella 
Chisena;8 and the edition with a German translation of the Hesperis, 
edited by Christian Peters,9 while the English translation of the work, 
undertaken by Simon Smets, is soon to be published.

3 See D’Elia 2016; Muccioli & Cenerini 2018.
4 Ba!aglini 1794; Basinio, Opera praestantiora.   5 Yriarte 1882.
6 See among others Soranzo 1909; Soranzo 1915; Soranzo 1918; Massèra 1928; 

Basinio, Liber Iso!aeus (ed. Ferri); Basinio, Le poesie liriche.
7 Basinio, Liber Iso!aeus (ed. Pesaresi).   8 Basinio, Astronomica (ed. Chisena).
9 Basinio, Hesperis.
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%is volume is part of the recent collective e"orts to highlight the 
uniqueness of the Malatesta experience, bringing together contribu-
tions from scholars from various $elds, who have come together to 
compare di"erent research perspectives. %e essays collected are the 
result of the authors’ reworking of their presentations given at two 
separate events organized in 2022: a workshop on Basinio da Parma 
held on March, 29th at the Accademia delle Scienze dell’Istituto di 
Bologna, organized by Loredana Chines, Anna Gabriella Chisena, and 
Jacopo Pesaresi (University of Bologna, Dipartimento di Filologia 
Classica e Italianistica), and the conference held in Rimini on May, 26th 
and 27th, entitled L’amore, le armi, le stelle: Basinio da Parma and the 
Humanists at Sigismondo Malatesta’s Court, organized as part of the 
activities of the project Basinio da Parma. Hesperis, funded by the FWF 
(Austrian Academy of Sciences) and conducted from 2018 to 2022 at 
the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Neo-Latin Studies in Innsbruck.
%e diverse nature of the contributions re#ects the many facets of 

Rimini’s cultural environment in the $&eenth century, o"ering an in-
depth exploration of its various aspects.
%e volume opens with an essay by Gian Mario Anselmi, which 

frames the experience of the Malatesta court within the broader con-
text of Romagna Humanism, itself in#uenced by the cultural realities of 
the Po Valley, the Adriatic region, and central Italy. %e scholar reviews 
the literary and mythical models of this land, highlighting the in#uence 
of the literature of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries on later 
works: Dante, Petrarch, and Boccaccio – not only the vernacular 
Boccaccio of the Decameron, but also the Latin Boccaccio of the Geneal-
ogy – are fundamental in de$ning the characteristics of $&eenth-
century literature in Romagna. Anselmi extends his focus beyond 
Basinio’s Rimini to also include other cultural centres of Romagna, 
such as Forlì, Cesena, and Bologna, recalling the cultural contributions 
of pivotal $gures such as Biondo Flavio, Antonio Urceo Codro, and 
Francesco Uberti. He also touches on the material aspects of the Malat-
esta cultural project, highlighting the importance of the Biblioteca 
Malatestiana, the library founded by Malatesta Novello, Sigismondo’s 
brother and ruler of Cesena.

Sigismondo’s court is examined in relation to other cultural centres 
of Italian Humanism in the contribution by John Monfasani, who 
delves into one of the most debated topics in Malatesta studies: the 
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alleged Neoplatonism of the Lord of Rimini and his circle of intellectu-
als.10 %is issue was closely tied to the accusations of paganism levelled 
against Sigismondo, which grew more severe following his con#ict with 
the papacy and his excommunication by Pius II. Beyond Sigismondo’s 
interest in philosophy and the hidden symbolism in the iconographic 
elements and tropes adopted in his propaganda literature – aimed at 
‘deifying’ the condo!iere and his wife – a concrete argument in favour 
of the theory that Rimini was one of the Italian centres for the dissemi-
nation of Neoplatonic ideas was the material fact that Sigismondo 
recovered the remains of George Gemistus Pletho, brought them to 
Rimini as a ‘trophy’ in 1462, and preserved them in one of the tombs 
on the right side of the Tempio Malatestiano. E"ectively, Monfasani’s 
analysis of the objective facts surrounding this episode and the actual 
circulation of Neoplatonic texts and ideas in Rimini tends to debunk 
the myth of Neoplatonism in Romagna, a theory nonetheless strongly 
supported by other scholars.11

%e largest portion of the volume’s contributions revolves around 
Basinio da Parma, the writer who conceived the topoi of Malatesta 
propaganda and became, with Roberto Valturio, its greatest proponent. 
%e Liber Iso$aeus, the $rst epistolary novel in verse in European litera-
ture and the pinnacle of so-called ‘Iso!ean’ literature, naturally occu-
pies a central place. %e Liber, structured in three books, each contain-
ing ten epistles, presents a $ctional exchange of le!ers between Iso!a, 
Sigismondo, and the Poet (Basinio’s alter ego), recounting the love of 
the two protagonists in a romanticized form, culminating in the literary 
death of Iso!a, which foretells her divine apotheosis.
%e very nature of the work emphasizes its verisimilitude, almost as 

if to convince the reader that its protagonists were the real authors of 
the le!ers. Perhaps this is one reason why the work is transmi!ed 
anonymously in most manuscript witnesses. %is characteristic adds 
complexity to the manuscript tradition, which, a&er the pioneering 
studies made by Ferri, is extensive and well-represented. Rita 
Bennardello addresses this aspect, following in the footsteps of Italo 
Pantani’s studies, and provides an extensive study of the Iso$aeus 
witnesses, adding new ones to the previous census.

10 "e studies by Centanni (2017; 2018; 2019), Pantani 2006a, D’Elia 2016, and 
Ronchey 2018, emphasize this aspect of Rimini’s culture.

11 Pantani 2006a.
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Formally, the Liber is heavily inspired by Latin elegy, particularly 
Ovid. Loredana Chines focuses on the relationship with classical 
sources, noting how Basinio’s compositional technique is based on the 
blending of various models, both Latin and vernacular, which echo 
throughout the poet’s verses. Jacopo Pesaresi analyses the work’s 
dense dialogue with classical mythology, noting how the character of 
Iso!a is constructed through her assimilation, either by analogy or 
contrast, to the heroines of myth. %e protagonist, like a new heroine, 
writes to Sigismondo, invoking his return, lamenting his betrayals, and 
asserting her honour as a woman and faithful companion.

While Basinio is certainly the most famous exponent of Iso!ean 
poetry, this literary tradition is not limited to the Liber Iso$aeus alone. 
%e work soon inspired Sigismondo himself and other poets, the most 
striking example being Porcelio de’ Pandoni, who during his brief stay 
in Rimini composed the De amore Iovis in Iso$am, a collection of twelve 
elegies in epistolary form.12 %ese tell the story of Jupiter’s love for 
Iso!a, who is granted to the deity a&er her death. Much of Iso!ean 
literature remains unexplored or li!le studied, and Sara Ferrilli’s 
research helps to $ll this gap by examining Benede!o da Cesena’s De 
honore mulierum, a poem in the vernacular dedicated to the son of Sigis-
mondo and Iso!a. %e poem features a debate between a Lover and his 
Lady, in which their dialogue alternates with a long series of examples 
of female virtues. Ferrilli analyses the points of contact between this 
work and Basinio’s Iso$aeus, highlighting certain passages that shed 
new light on the internal dynamics of Sigismondo’s court and its 
literary $gures.

Beyond elegiac poetry, the volume also explores epic literature 
through a series of studies dedicated to the Hesperis and its tradition. 
Basinio’s grand epic poem, spanning thirteen books, recounts the 
ba!les of Sigismondo against Alfonso and Ferrante of Aragon, covering 
the historical events between 1447 and 1453. However, Basinio’s narra-
tive weaves between the reconstruction of real events and mythological 
episodes of pure invention, where Sigismondo, like a new Odysseus, 
sails through uncharted waters, retracing the journeys of Greek heroes 
and reaching the Isles of the Blessed. %ere, he encounters the alter ego 
of Iso!a, the nymph Psycheia, daughter of Zephyrus and visits the 

12 Porcelio, De amore Iovis. For a recent bio-bibliographical overview of Porcelio de’ 
Pandoni, see Iacono 2017 and Iacono 2023.
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Garden of the Hesperides, the Temple of Fame, the Elysian Fields, and 
Tartarus before resuming his voyage back to Italy with Zephyrus’ help.

It is to this long mythological interlude, occupying the central books 
of the epic, that Christian Peters turns his a!ention. Peters interprets 
books 7-10 of the Hesperis as a sort of time capsule, meant to bridge the 
historical narrative of events between 1449 and 1452, during which 
Sigismondo struggled to defend his domain from a!acks by the neigh-
bouring Duchy of Urbino. According to Peters, this narrative device not 
only serves to mask the military failures of those years but also to de$ne 
the role and self-representation of the poet, who during that same 
period arrived at Sigismondo’s court to become its most illustrious 
representative.

During Sigismondo’s mythical journey, the condo!iere is invited by 
Psycheia to visit the Temple of Fame, where he can meet famous $gures 
from the past. %is same episode had already appeared in the Diosympo-
sis, an epyllion that describes a banquet hosted by Oceanus for the 
Olympian gods.13 %e motif of the Temple of Fame and the katabasis 
into the Underworld allowed Basinio to present a gallery of epic heroes, 
historical $gures, and – most notably – authors and poets from classical 
antiquity. Florian Scha!enrath focuses on the innovations introduced 
in this catalogue of illustrious authors, particularly comparing the 
representation of Cicero in the epyllion and in the Hesperis. Despite 
Basinio’s preference for Greek language and literature, in his epic poem, 
the humanist assigns a priority role to Cicero over Demosthenes, his 
Greek counterpart as the exemplary orator. Scha"enrath situates this 
praise of the Latin author within the broader context of Cicero’s exalta-
tion during the humanist era, suggesting the in#uence of Leonardo 
Bruni’s Cicero novus on Basinio.

Alessandro Giovanardi’s contribution also examines Basinio’s 
Underworld, reading the Hesperis’s katabasis through the lens of Russ-
ian philologist Vladimiro Zabughin’s work. Revisiting Zabughin’s 
major studies on the reception of Vergil and Dante during the Renais-
sance, Giovanardi explores the in#uence of classical literature and pre-
humanistic Italian literature on the humanist from Rimini, extending 
his analysis to the iconographic and symbolic framework of Sigismon-
do’s court.

13 Coppini 2003.



INTRODUCTION   ·   13

%e manuscript tradition of the Hesperis and its iconographic appa-
ratus are the focus of the subsequent contributions in this volume. 
Donatella Frioli examines Basinio’s working dra&, the autograph 
manuscript Rimini, Biblioteca Civica Gambalunga, SC-MS 34. %is 
codex, which contains the Hesperis and the un$nished Argonautica, 
reveals the provisional nature of Basinio’s work, with deletions, 
rewrites, annotations, and authorial variant readings of his verses. %e 
author’s palaeographic analysis takes us into the humanist’s workshop, 
o"ering new insights into his compositional technique.
%e illuminated Malatesta manuscripts are examined in the contri-

bution by Simone"a Nicolini, who presents a study of the illustrations 
of the Hesperis in the manuscripts Oxford, Bodleian Library, Canon. 
Class. Lat. 81, Paris, BnF, Bibliothèque de l’Arsenal, 630, and Ci!à del 
Vaticano, BAV, Vat. lat. 6043. Drawing on recent historiography on the 
evolution of illumination in the second half of the $&eenth century, the 
scholar retraces the stages of the reception of Hesperis illustrations in 
the manuscript and printed book production of subsequent centuries.

Fabrizio Lollini also focuses on the material manuscript culture of 
Malatesta humanism, studying the depiction of constellations, particu-
larly the zodiacal ones, in the miniature production of the $&eenth 
century, with a special focus on the exemplary case of the illustrations 
in the manuscripts of Basinio’s Astronomicon libri.
%e volume concludes with a contribution by Elisa Tosi Brandi, 

who o"ers an investigation into the material culture of Sigismondo’s 
court in Rimini through a critical reading of Sigismondo’s post-mortem 
inventory. %rough this extraordinary document, the scholar paints an 
original portrait of Sigismondo, exploring the ways the condo!iere and 
his court represented themselves and opening new perspectives on 
opaque aspects of his personality, such as his interest in Turkish culture 
following his con#icts with Pius II, which led him to seek a political 
alliance with Mehmed II.
%e volume aims to provide readers with a contribution to the 

appreciation of the rich and complex panorama of Humanism in 
Rimini, which profoundly shaped the cultural history of $&eenth-
century Italy well beyond the local context. With contributions from 
scholars in various disciplines – literary, art-historical, and philological 
– the volume o"ers a multidisciplinary overview that not only broadens 
the understanding of the cultural context of Sigismondo Malatesta’s 
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court but also highlights how this experience $ts within the broader 
framework of Italian Humanism.
%e particular emphasis on the $gure of Basinio da Parma 

contributes to the understanding of Malatesta propaganda and iconog-
raphy, of which the humanist was the foremost promoter and one of the 
protagonists of the idealized image of Sigismondo and his court. %e 
contributions collected here enrich the already vibrant $eld of recent 
studies witnessing the rediscovery of Basinio through new critical 
editions, translations, and analyses of his works, restoring centrality to a 
$gure who has remained unjustly overshadowed compared to other 
humanists of his time. %is volume underscores his relevance as one of 
the protagonists of the Italian Renaissance, capable of engaging with 
classical models and adapting them in an original manner to the 
context of the Rimini court.

Basinio’s work, and more broadly the entire Malatesta cultural 
program, emerges in all its complexity and richness through the various 
contributions gathered here. Each essay, while addressing speci$c 
themes, engages in dialogue with the others in an intertwining of 
perspectives that does justice to the plurality of in#uences and cultural 
interactions that characterized Rimini in the $&eenth century. %e 
investigation of literary sources, the analysis of the symbolic language 
of art and architecture, the study of manuscript traditions, as well as 
research on the posthumous reception of the Malatesta experience, 
testify to the breadth and depth of the cultural legacy le& by Sigis-
mondo and his intellectuals.
%is broad view of the artistic and literary production of the Rimini 

court con$rms that the phenomenon of Malatesta Humanism was not 
an isolated experience but a reality capable of in#uencing and interact-
ing with other humanistic contexts of the time.

We hope that this volume will provide new tools for understanding 
the extraordinary intellectual vitality of Rimini during Sigismondo 
Malatesta’s time and his intellectuals, paving the way for further studies 
on a cultural tradition that continues to captivate scholars and readers 
today.

Anna Gabriella Chisena
Federica Rosse!i

Simon Smets
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"is index omits the names of Basinio da Parma, Iso!a degli A!i, Sigismondo Pandolfo 
Malatesta, Rimini, and the names of modern scholars. It does, however, include the 
names of Greco-Roman and biblical mythological $gures.

Abate, Nicolò dell’ 173
Achilles 90-94, 101-03, 137, 154
Actaeon 80
Adimari family 116
Adriatic Sea 9, 15-16, 20-23, 27, 32, 

261, 267
Aeneas 91, 134, 139-40, 142, 145, 156, 

170-71
Aeson 211
Aetion 78
A)ò, Ireneo 217
Agamemnon 103
Agostino di Duccio 7, 124, 174, 176, 

181, 233-34
Ahasuerus 117
Ajax 161
Alba 86, 92
Alberti, Leon Ba!ista 16, 19, 25, 27, 32, 

77-84, 175, 220-26, 235, 269
Alberto, Frate 17
Albrecht, Reinhard J. 121-22
Alexander the Great (king of Macedon) 

78
Alexander VI (pope) 26-27
Alidosi, Ludovico 127-29
Alighieri, Dante 9, 12, 15-17, 20, 22-23, 

32, 78, 82-83, 111, 114, 116, 119, 
132, 136, 140, 156, 162, 164, 168, 
170-74, 176, 184

Ambrogini, Angelo (Poliziano) 22-23, 
30, 79

Ambroni, Bonachino II 29
Anastagi, Jacopo 131, 244, 246
Anchises 140
Andrelini, Fausto 24
Andromache 86, 100-03, 108-09
Anjou, René of 146, 226
Antelami, Benede!o 240
Antoine (duke of Lorraine and Bar) 

74-75
Antonia da Barignano 255

Anzia 121
Apollo 42, 78-80, 105-06, 129, 135, 

144, 234
Apollonius Rhodius 21, 79, 210-11
Apuleius, Lucius 19
Aquilano, Angelo 231-32, 235
Aragon Alfonso of (king) 11, 86, 135-

39, 143-49, 153-56, 219, 226
Aragon Ferdinand (Ferrante) 11, 56, 86, 

123, 135, 144, 153, 155-56
Argonauts 89, 141, 185, 207-08, 210-11
Ariadne 90-91, 93
Ariosto, Ludovico 15
Aristotle 33-35, 40-49, 154-55, 159, 

179-81
Armida 172
Arpinum 154, 157-58, 161-63
Arthur (legendary king) 263
Assemani, Stefano Evodio 216
Athena 143, 154
Augustus, Octavianus 172
Aulis 144
Autun 240

Baldassarre di Giovanni da Monte$ore 
254, 256

Barbaro, Ermolao 30
Bartolelli, Giovanni Peruzzo 64, 66, 69, 

230
Bartolelli, Pietro Mario 69, 231-32, 

234-35
Ba!aglini, Angelo 188, 194, 207
Ba!aglini, Francesco Gaetano 8, 122, 

129-32, 188, 194, 207, 218-20, 255, 
260

Beatus of Liébana 233
Beccadelli, Antonio (“Panormita”) 123
Bedford Master 249
Bel$ore 124
Bembo, Bernardo 63, 224, 232
Benede!o da Cesena 7, 11, 111-32
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Bentivoglio family 30
Bentivoglio, Giovanni II 30
Benvenuto da Imola 17
Benzi, Andrea 40
Berlin 59, 233
Bernardi, Andrea 25
Beroaldo, Filippo 18-19, 22-23, 25, 30
Berry, Jean de 250-51
Berti, Gualdrada 116
Bessarion 34-36, 40-42, 44-49, 160, 

180-81
Bianchi, Antonio 60, 62
Bianchi, Giovanni 53, 60, 62
Biaon 143
Biondo Flavio 9, 16, 22-29, 129
Blawart, "omas 28
Bobbio 229
Boccaccio, Giovanni 9, 15-20, 22, 24, 

31, 78-84
Bocchi, Achille 19
Boiardo, Ma!eo Maria 70, 114
Bologna 9, 15-16, 18-25, 29-32, 41, 

45-46, 54, 57-58, 61-62, 66, 68, 
180, 204, 218-21, 230, 237

Bolognese, Taddeo 54, 57-58, 61, 67-68
Bolzano 168
Bontempi, Candido Sera$no 131
Borgia family 26
Borgia, Cesare (“Valentino”) 26-27, 30, 

204, 217
Bouillon, Emmanuel-"éodose d’Albret 

de La 52, 73
Bourdichon, Jean 249
Bracciolini, Poggio 29, 64, 123
Brescia 133, 255
Briseis 90-91, 94, 101-04
Broglio, Gaspare 38, 43-44, 172
Brueghel, Pieter 251
Brugnoli, Piergiovanni 131
Brunet, Pierre 197, 216-17
Bruni, Leonardo 12, 32, 72, 121-22, 

152, 160-65, 180

Caesar, Julius 123, 145, 151
Calabria 124, 243
Calderini, Domizio 35
Calderoni, Anselmo 122
Camerino 127

Camilla 86, 108-09
Campano, Giovanni Antonio 54, 58, 

67-68
Campesano, Benvenuto 59
Canonici, Luigi Ma!eo 230
Capellano, Andrea 82
Cappello, Francesco 204, 217
Carbone, Ludovico 31
Carinus 141
Carthage 91
Castelli, Girolamo 78
Castiglione, Baldassarre 18, 26, 29, 31
Castiglione, Sabba da 18, 20, 31-32
Castri 38
Catanei, Carlo de’ 131
Catrinello, Andrea 28
Catullus 24, 59, 61, 71, 80, 82-83, 142
Cecchino da Canipa 132
Cerberus 171
Cesena 9, 16, 18, 20, 23-31, 45-46, 49, 

61, 64, 131, 218, 221-22, 228, 230, 
243, 248

Chalciope 208
Charles VIII (king of France) 24, 250
Charon 171
Charybdis 141
Chaucer, Geo)rey 154
Chaula, Tommaso 84, 127-28
Chiron 230-31
Chryseis 86, 100, 103-07
Chrysostom, John 46, 64
Cibo, Innocenzo 200
Cicero 12, 63, 79, 151-65, 174
Classe 17
Claudianus 78
Clementini, Cesare 36-38, 255, 257
Cleomedes 247
Cobelli, Leone 25
Cocchi, Giovanni 48, 63
Codro, Antonio Urceo 9, 18-25, 29-31
Colchis 89, 92
Colines, Simon de 74
Colocci, Angelo 202
Colonna family 43
Constantine III (Roman emperor) 233
Constantinople 15, 44-45, 47, 134, 180, 

260, 262
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Conti, Giusto de’ 7, 20, 39, 112-13, 
125-26, 175, 179, 273

Contrario, Andrea 48
Copernicus, Nicholaus 22
Coscia, Baldassarre 232-33
Costabili family 54
Costance of Altavilla 116
Cousin, Maxime 75
Crescimbeni, Giovan Mario 126
Crete 91, 97
Creusa 87
Croatia 15
Cupid 96-99, 117
Cynthia 81
Cyprus 179
Cyriacus of Ancona 15, 38-39
Cyril of Alexandria 46

D’Annunzio, Gabriele 8, 21
Dandini, Giovan Ludovico 29
Dandolo, Fantino 230
Daphne 19, 80
Dares Phrygius 61
Dati, Agostino 72
Decembrio, Pier Candido 29
Deidamia 93-94
Delandine, Antoine François 216
Della Francesca, Piero 7, 218-19, 

226, 262
Della Pergola, Paolo 123
Delos 234
Delphi 234
Demophon 90-91
Demosthenes 12, 151-65, 174
Di Marco, Giovanni 29, 61, 131, 258
Diana 78, 115, 119, 234
Dido 81, 90-91, 93
Diocletian (Roman emperor) 15
Dito, Nicolò dal 131
Donatello 232-33
Donati family 116
Donati, Piccarda 116
Drudi, Lorenzo 8, 153, 218

Eetion 101
Elysian Fields 12, 135, 157, 173, 175, 

195, 219
Empyreum 111

England 214, 216, 229, 232
Epicurus 34
Épinal, Jean 28, 64
Erasmus of Ro!erdam 20, 31-32
Erato 153
Ercolani, Sigismondo 24
Essars, Raulin d’ 52, 74
Este family 20, 23, 29, 48, 70, 78, 80, 82, 

141, 257, 270
Este, Alfonso 250
Este, Borso 214, 248, 250
Este, Ginevra 256
Este, Leonello 78, 124
Este, Niccolò III 80, 82
Esther 117
Eugene IV (pope) 41, 135, 137, 147-48, 

164, 257, 259-60
Eurydice 172
Eusebius of Caesarea 46, 229-30

Faenza 16-17, 20, 24, 31-32
Fagnani, Gaspare di Donato 79
Fame 12, 135-36, 139, 142, 154-57, 

159, 195
Fano 30, 64, 235, 255, 258
Farnese family 69
Feliciano, Felice 230
Fernando of Cordova 35
Ferrara 19-21, 31, 48-49, 54, 63, 70, 77, 

82, 121-22, 130, 138, 141, 179, 204, 
221, 228, 240, 265

Ficino, Marsilio 25, 30, 35, 48, 180, 183
Filalite, Bartolomeo 54, 58, 68
Filelfo, Francesco 29, 48, 56, 68, 124
Filelfo, Gianmario 39-40
Flaminio, Gian Antonio 25
Flanders 251
Flora 82
Florence 15, 17-23, 28-33, 39-41, 

47-49, 52, 74-75, 79, 123-24, 
127-30, 135, 147, 179-81, 186, 
196-97, 200, 216, 220-22, 227-28, 
232-34, 264-65, 271

Foiano 134-35
Forlì 9, 16, 19, 22-26, 30-31, 127, 129
Foscari, Pietro 41
Foschi, Domenico 230
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Fossombrone 255
France 19, 24, 28, 73-74, 239-41, 266
Francesca da Rimini 82
Francesco da Figline 28, 47
Francesco dai Libri 225
Francis (marquis of Pont-à-Mousson) 

61, 74
Francis I (king of France) 74

Galba, Servius Sulpicius 29
Galli, Angelo 112
Garzoni, Giovanni 18
Ga!amelata 233
Ga!i, Giovanni 35
Gaye, Johan Wilhelm 124
Gaza, "eodore 35, 38, 46, 48, 77, 79, 

130, 170-71, 180
Gerhoch of Reichersberg 194
Germanicus, Caius Silvanus 60
Gilles de Corbeil 64
Ginanni, Pietro Paolo 127
Gioacchino da Fiore 242
Giovani da Magonza 63
Giovanni da Carpi 55, 59, 69-71
Giovanni da Fano 198, 204, 216-17, 

221-25, 244-47, 254, 258-59, 270
Giovanni di Francesco da Pisa 233
Giovanni Fiorentino, ser 22
Giraldi, Guglielmo 221
Girona 240
Gislebertus 241
Gonzaga family 48
Gozzoli, Benozzo 264
Gradara 135
Greece 34, 45, 159, 172, 178
Gri)olini, Francesco 29
Gri)oni, Ma!eo 128
Grolier, Jean 56-57, 65
Gro!aferrata 169
Guarini, Ba!ista 30
Guarini, Girolamo 29
Guarini, Guarino (“Veronese”) 54, 

56-59, 61, 67-68, 77, 121-25, 
129-30, 141, 170, 221, 223

Guarini, Paolo 25
Guazzo, Stefano 18, 29, 31
Guerra, Guido 116

Guidoni, Egidio 129
Guido!o da Cremona 17
Guinevere 82

Hector 101-02, 108-09
Heiss, Joseph-Louis 217
Helen 91
Hercules 108, 230
Hesperia 149
Hippolytus 98-99
Homer 19, 29, 78-79, 93, 100-03, 

105-07, 110, 139, 143, 148, 153-56, 
159-62, 169, 234

Horace 161
Hyginus, Gaius Julius 242, 247
Hypsipyle 90-91, 105

Imola 16-17, 24, 127-28
Innocentius VIII (pope) 127
Iphigenia 144
Iseult 83
Isidore of Siville 242
Isle of Blessed 11, 135-36, 139-40, 142, 

146, 148, 154-57, 219-20
Isothea: see Psycheia
Istria 15
Ithaca 93-94
Ivrea 229

Jacopo Angeli da Scarperia 163
Jacopo da Pergola 28
Jason 84, 87-91, 93, 97, 211
Jean VIII (count of Salm) 75
John the Evangelist 46, 234
John the Fearless (duke of Burgundy) 

265
Jupiter 11, 66, 106, 142, 164-65
Justinus 72

Kant, Immanuel 182
Karsavin, Lev Platonovich 169
Kuler, Mathias 28

Lacaille, Nicolas-Louis de 241
Lactantius 59
Laurana, Francesco 27
Legati, Lorenzo 61
Lemnos 91
Leo (priest of the Diocese of Rimini) 15
Leonardo da Vinci 84
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Leopardi, Giacomo 179
Lesbia 83
Leto 105-06, 234
Leto, Pomponio 25, 30
Lille 73
Livy 63-64, 225, 232
Lodi (Peace of) 7, 260
Longinus (pseudo) 161
Lorraine 74-76
Loschi, Antonio 152
Louis XIV (king of France) 73
Luca da Parma 55
Lucanus 81
Lucretius 234
Lyon 196-97, 215-17
Lyrnessus 102-04

Macario, Jacopo 28
Maccagnini, Angelo 124
Machiavelli, Niccolò 27, 30
Macro, Emilio 64
Macrobius 174
Mainardi, Ricciardo 17
Majkov, Apollon N. 169
Malatesta family 16, 20, 28, 128, 243, 

246, 254, 258, 268, 272
Malatesta Novello, Domenico 9, 18, 

26-30, 45-49, 61, 63, 129, 131, 221, 
230, 243, 248

Malatesta, Carlo (Roberto’s son) 204, 
217

Malatesta, Carlo 83, 127-28
Malatesta, Cleofa 40, 179
Malatesta, Galeo!o 200
Malatesta, Galeo!o Roberto 164, 170, 

195, 255
Malatesta, Giovanni 86
Malatesta, Pandolfo III 255
Malatesta, Pandolfo IV 200, 217
Malatesta, Parisina 82
Malatesta, Roberto 39, 256
Malatesta, Sallustio 256, 271
Malatesta, Ungaro 170, 172-73
Manchester 233
Mane!i, Giannozzo 123-24
Manfredi family 16
Manilius, Marcus 21, 78
Mantegna, Andrea 63, 230, 248

Manto 78
Mantua 16, 21, 48, 77, 175, 221, 260, 

264
Manutius, Aldus 26, 35, 120
Manzoni, Bernardino 128, 131
Marcanova, Giovanni 29, 230
Marchina (Benede!o da Cesena’s wife) 

126
Marcus Antonius 160
Marino (deacon of the Diocese of 

Rimini) 15
Marsuppini, Carlo 124
Martial 81-82
Martin V (pope) 41
Martini, Giovan Ba!ista 218-29
Marullo, Michele 30
Marzio, Galeo!o 22
Massimi, Camillo 216
Master of Boucicaut 265
Matilda of Canossa 116
Maturanzio, Francesco 29
Medea 86-89, 91, 93, 95-97, 208
Medici family 46, 49, 181, 264
Medici, Cosimo de’ (“il Vecchio”) 

46-48, 180, 264
Medici, Giovanni de’ 124
Medici, Lorenzo de’ 264
Mehmed II (sultan) 13, 44, 246, 261
Meleager 78, 108-09
Melozzo da Forlì 25
Menelaos 143
Mercier de Sain-Léger, Barthélemy 217
Mercury 141, 154
Meyzieu, Jean-Baptiste Paris de 217
Milan 22-23, 41, 48, 81, 127, 146, 234, 

264
Minos 91, 97
Minotaur 91
Mistra 34, 37-40
Modena 55, 127, 190, 230
Modone 38
Montecassino 229
Montefeltro, Elisabe!a da 39
Montefeltro, Federico da 40-41, 45-46, 

246
Montefeltro, Guido da 22
Montefeltro, Guidobaldo da 264
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Montefeltro, Violante da 45-46
Monteluro 135
Monterubbiano 129
Monza 127
Morea 36-37, 43, 179-80, 261
Muse(s) 123-129, 132, 137

Naples 41, 48, 56, 69-70, 134-38, 143, 
146

Nastagio degli Onesti 17
Nausicaa 155
Naxos 91
Negrini, Girolamo 54, 56
Netherlands, "e 251
New York 77
Nicholas V (pope) 34, 46-47, 78-80, 

107, 171
Nicolaus (copyist) 205
Nikyas 234
Nisus (king of Megara) 96-97
Numai, Alessandro 24

Oceanus 12
Odysseus 11, 92-94, 139, 148, 154-55, 

170
Oenone 91
Oineus 79
Olympus 12, 106, 131, 153, 164, 193
Orceoli, Giovanni 24
Ordela& family 16, 22, 25
Ordela&, Francesco 22
Ordela&, Pino III 23
Ordela&, Scarpe!a 22
Ordela&, Sinibaldo 23
Orpheus 172
Orselli, Simone 24
Orsi, Roberto 54, 57-58, 61, 67-68, 

143, 222-23
Orsini, Fulvio 69
Otho (Roman emperor) 29
Otranto 240
Ovid 11, 19, 24, 59, 61, 71, 78, 80-82, 

87-95, 102-04, 110, 141-42, 154, 
234

Oxford 13, 56, 64, 130, 196, 198-99, 
204, 214-15, 218, 220-26, 228-31, 
234, 244, 246, 248, 258

Pacioli, Luca 25
Padua 30, 41, 45, 63, 224, 229-35, 248
Palaiologina Helena 179
Palaiologos John VIII 179, 264
Palaiologos "eodore 40, 179
Palazzo, Bartolomeo da 131
Palermo 41
Palmieri, Niccolò 35
Pandaros 143-44, 148
Pandoni, Porcelio de’ 7, 11, 20, 52, 

54-59, 61, 65-69, 71, 73-75, 114, 
122, 129-30, 142-43, 153, 162, 185

Pannartz, Arnold 34
Pannonius, Ianus 70, 120-22
Parcae 81, 165
Parentucelli, Tommaso: see Nicholas V 

(pope)
Pargolovo 168
Paris (city) 13, 35, 56, 60-62, 67, 73-74, 

78, 80, 82, 91, 143, 153, 173, 
196-200, 204-05, 214-17, 221-28, 
244-46, 258, 266

Paris (prince of Troy) 91, 143
Parma 21, 57, 59, 69, 174, 190, 196-97, 

240
Pasti, Ma!eo de’ 7, 44, 69, 77, 80, 

83-84, 221, 225, 230, 235, 244-46, 
259, 261

Patrizi, Francesco 130
Paul II (pope) 41, 43-45
Pedrino, Giovanni 25
Peloponnesus 34, 39
Penelope 92-94
Penthesilea 105, 109
Perisauli, Faustino 18, 20, 31-32
Perleoni, Giacomo 7
Perleoni, Pietro 7, 39, 130
Pero!i, Niccolò 35, 45-47
Pesaro 30, 72, 255
Petrarca, Francesco 9, 16, 18-20, 32, 

78-83, 111, 116, 121, 152, 170
Petrus de Traiecto 46
Phaedra 86, 94-95, 98-99
Phalaris (pseudo) 29
Philipps, "omas 52, 72, 74
Phorbas 143
Phyllis 90-93
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Piccinino, Niccolò 135
Piccolomini, Enea Silvio: see Pius II 

(pope)
Pico della Mirandola, Giovanni 35-36, 

48
Pierleoni, Ra)olo 129
Pindar 161
Pio, Giovanni Ba!ista 19
Piombino 65, 134-35, 144, 220
Pisanello 65, 245, 259
Pius II 10, 13, 39-41, 44, 95, 122, 130, 

177, 258-64
Planctae 141
Planella, Antonio 54, 58, 68
Plato 33-36, 41-42, 44-49, 154-55, 159, 

165, 170-71, 178-84
Pletho, George Gemistus 10, 33-34, 

36-45, 49, 179-81, 273
Pliny the Elder 64, 78, 84
Plotinus 31-32, 178, 181, 184
Plutarch 29, 32, 160-61, 163-64, 222, 

234
Po 9, 141
Polenta da, family 16
Poliziano (Angelo Ambrogini) 22-23, 

30, 79
Polo, Marco 265-66, 271-72
Polybius 45-46
Polyphemus 144
Pontano, Giovanni 29
Pope, Alexander 154
Porphyry 79
Postumilla 82
Preudhomme, Blaise 75
Preudhomme, Christophe 61, 67, 74-76
Preudhomme, Jean 75
Preudhomme, Jean Philippe 75
Priam 101, 104-06
Prianeo, Filarete 173
Prisciani, Pellegrino 80
Proclus 181
Propertius 24, 61, 77, 80-81
Proteus 19
Psycheia (Isothea) 11-12, 135, 141, 

155-57, 161-62
Ptolemy 46, 241

Quintilian 159-62

Rabanus Maurus 242
Ragusa 15
Ra!i, Nicola 125
Ravenna 15-17, 23-25, 30
Reims 238
Roccacontrada 65
Rolandus (bishop of Dol) 55
Romagna 9-10, 15-32, 180, 220
Rome 21, 26, 28, 33-34, 36, 43-45, 57, 

63, 69, 73, 77, 127, 129, 135-38, 
158, 168-69, 179, 260-61

Rosaspina, Francesco 218-19
Rosighini, Giacomo 24
Rossi, Checco di Mele!o 16, 22
Roxana 78
Rozanov, Vasilij V. 169
Rustichello da Pisa 265
Rutinelli, Pietro 69

Sacche!i, Franco 127
Sagi!arius 230, 249
Saibante, Giulio 62
Saint Petersburg 167-68, 178, 181
Salutati, Coluccio 32, 127
Sannazaro, Jacopo 24, 184
Sansepolcro 131, 245
Sansovino, Francesco 38
Santerno 126-27
Santi, Giuliano de’ 132
Sassoferrato 244
Sathas, Constantine 36-38
Schiavone, Giorgio 233
Schioppo, Cristoforo 52, 69, 71-73
Scipio 123, 174
Scylla (monster) 141
Scylla (princess of Megara) 96-97
Secondo Romano, Orazio 54, 58, 68
Seneca 94-98, 110
Seneca, Tommaso 7, 122, 142, 144-45, 

162, 185
Seneucus 144-45
Sera$no di Giovanni 129
Serdini, Simone (“Saviozzo”) 127
Sforza family 48, 270
Sforza, Bona 250
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Sforza, Francesco 29, 86, 135, 147, 204, 
226, 245

Sforza, Galeazzo Maria 204, 263-64
Sforza, Polissena 88, 95, 256, 268
Sibyl 156, 176, 184
Sigismondo di Niccolò Alemanno 

205-06, 228
Sigismund (saint) 262
Sigismund of Hungary 262
Simone!a, Francesco (Cicco) 146, 204
Sixtus IV (pope) 127
Solda 168
Solinus 63, 224
Sorano, Valerio 57
Spagnoli, Ba!ista (“Mantovano”) 

18-19, 24-25
Sparta 179
Split 15
Statius 78, 81, 140
Strozzi, Nanni 121
Strozzi, Tito Vespasiano 25, 30, 53, 55, 

66, 70, 120-22, 125
Sweynheym, Konrad 34

Taibano 131
Tamerlane 265
Tarragona 135
Tartarus 12, 173, 195
Tasso, Torquato 32, 172
Terentius 77
"eophrastus 46
"eseus 91, 93, 173
"oas 165
Tiberti, Dario 29
Tibullus 59-61, 71, 77
Tipto# Master 234-35
Tipto#, John (Earl of Worchester) 

231-35, 248
Tiresias 78
Tivoli 44
Tobia dal Borgo (“Veronensis”) 7, 

20-21, 73
Tonini, Carlo 37, 43-44, 46, 131, 255
Tortelli, Giovanni 77
Toscanella, Giovanni 43-44
Toschi, Vincenzo 29
Tour, Emmanuel-"éodose de la 52, 73
Tracalo da Rimini 54, 58, 67-68

Trapezuntius, Andreas 35
Trapezuntius, George 33-49, 56, 130, 

152, 156, 179
Traversari, Ambrogio 31, 233
Trebanio, Aurelio 54, 56-59, 61, 67-68, 

74-75, 153
Trebizond 261
Tribraco, Gaspare 70
Tristan 83
Trogus, Pompeius 72
Troy 61, 91, 103, 145, 148
Turin 233
Turnus 108-09, 144
Tuscany 17, 65, 86, 123, 135-36, 139, 

144, 258, 260

Ubaldini della Carda, O!aviano 264
Uberti, Francesco 9, 18, 20, 24-25, 30
Underworld 12, 136, 151, 156-57, 161, 

164-65, 170, 173-74
Urbino 12, 16-18, 23, 26-27, 31, 41, 

48-49, 135, 246, 264
Utrecht 28, 240

Vada 118, 123-24, 134-35
Valbona, Lizio da 17
Valchiusa 80
Valla, Lorenzo 48, 72, 123-24
Valturio, Roberto 7, 10, 20, 37, 39-40, 

42, 44, 48, 70, 74, 112-13, 125, 
130-32, 142, 177, 197, 205, 213-14, 
225, 228, 230, 242-46, 259, 261, 
273

Vecellio, Cesare 265
Vegio, Ma)eo 69
Venanzio da Camerino 127
Venanzio da Mogliano 232
Venice 16, 20, 23, 28, 30, 35, 37-38, 41, 

49, 53, 62, 66, 79, 113, 118, 175, 
217, 224, 229-30, 235, 257-58, 
261-62, 265

Venturi, Pompeo 116
Verardi, Carlo 29
Vergil 12, 24, 69, 78, 81, 91, 108, 110, 

134, 139-41, 144, 153, 155-59, 
169-75, 184, 196, 216

Vergil (pseudo) 57
Verona 20, 39, 60, 72-73, 213, 225
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Veselovskij, Alexandr 168
Vespasiano da Bisticci 45
Vicenza 30, 72
Vienna 226, 260
Viola Novella 172
Virgilius de Octaviano 57
Viriati, Santo 24
Virunio, Pontico 30
Visconti family 22, 40, 128
Visconti, Filippo Maria 127, 146-47
Vitruvius 72
Vi!orino da Feltre 77
Voyer de Paulmy, Antoine-René 

d’Argenson 217

Wadding Lucas 127
Wolfenbü!el 196-97, 200-01

Xander 101-02
Xenophon 29

Yriarte, Charles 8, 39-40, 270

Zabughin, Vladimiro 12, 156, 162, 
167-84, 234

Zagarolo 43
Zane!i, Guido Antonio 219
Zephyrus 11-12, 135-36, 141, 148, 155
Zuppardo, Ma!eo 143, 149




