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Prologue — Beneath a False Sky

There are moments in life that set everything in motion.
One glance. One voice. One message. And suddenly the
future no longer seems a straight line, but an open
horizon full of promise. That’s how it began for Hans.
Not with thunder or lightning, but with a soft touch of
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hope. A woman, a smile, a few words on a screen —
and the dormant longing to begin again awoke with a
force even he hadn’t expected.

Love took Hans to the other side of the world. To the
sun-drenched streets of the Philippines, where life
seemed brighter, simpler, more sincere. Where each
sunset promised something, he had lost in the
Netherlands: connection, warmth, a sense of coming
home. He sold his possessions, ended his lease, said
farewell to his routines — and leapt.

What he found there was, at first, everything he had
hoped for. A woman who admired him. Who embraced
him. Days filled with closeness, shared plans, gentle
attention. For the first time in years, he felt seen. Loved.
He wanted to believe — and he did. With all his heart.

But behind the smile, something else hid. Something
that only revealed itself when it was too late to return
without consequence. Small untruths became bigger
lies. Money vanished without explanation. Sincerity
gave way to distance. And slowly, the dream began to

unravel — like a beautiful fabric coming apart, thread
by thread.

Vishnuh-Society



