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‘A password to madness. Jew. One little word with no hiding place  
for reason in it. Say “Jew” and it was like throwing a bomb.’

– Howard Jacobson, The Finkler Question (2010)
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	 Preface

This book is about antisemitism and the stereotypical Jew in postwar 
Dutch society. When we embarked on this project we envisioned a series 
of interconnected chapters that follow the transfer of antisemitic tropes 
over time as manifested in everyday interactions, public debates, mass 
media, protests and commemorations. By investigating how old stories and 
vocabularies concerning ‘the Jew’ get recycled and adapted for new use, we 
sought to bridge early postwar antisemitism with current manifestations. 
While it is clear that Sartre’s incisive view on ‘the Jew’ as a construct of the 
antisemite is still topical, we were not convinced that reflection on ‘the 
[stereotypical] Jew’ is a privilege of ‘the [stereotypical] Antisemite’.1 We 
therefore expressed a common ambition to cast our net wider and make an 
effort in exploring how ‘real people’, including Jews, have dealt with their 
stereotypical counterparts. By following a wide range of participants in the 
Dutch public debate – including Jewish and non-Jewish publicists, various 
solidarity movements and migrant interest groups – The Holocaust, Israel 
and ‘the Jew’. Histories of Antisemitism in Postwar Dutch Society thus aims 
to demonstrate how in the Netherlands the Holocaust and the founding of 
Israel have come to act both as points of f ixation for antisemitic expressions 
as well as building blocks for postwar Jewish identity.

The Netherlands may seem like an unlikely candidate for such an explora-
tion of antisemitic stereotyping over time. The general feeling always has 
been that antisemitism in the Netherlands only exists in isolated incidents 
or in ‘mild form’. When in the early 1880s the neologism Antisemitismus was 
coined, Dutch newspapers exclusively applied the term to incidents abroad. 
In several newspapers commentators wrote disapprovingly of the rise of 
the ‘antisemitic movement’ in Germany and the Habsburg Empire, but 
more than once they did so by simultaneously sneering about the assumed 
obtrusive presence of Jews. This was also the rhetorical strategy when finally 
a newspaper reported on a local incident. ‘Anti-semitisme in Nederland’, was 
the headline of De Tijd in 1890. The Catholic newspaper reported on the 
distribution of a periodical, De Talmudjood, in which Jews were literally 
portrayed as bloodsucking vampires.2 Although the reporter expressed 

1	 Jean-Paul Sartre, Réflexions sur la question juive (Paris: Gallimard, 1946), Jean-Paul Sartre, 
Anti-Semite and Jew (s.l.: Schocken, 1948).
2	 ‘There’s only one way to get rid of those bloodsucking vampires ... deport them all, the 
whole bunch of Jews, to Russia where their friends will be so good as to send them to Siberia 
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his surprise, he nevertheless fully understood the rising tide in anti-Jewish 
sentiment: ‘Even though we reject every attempt to root antisemitism in the 
Netherlands, we do feel obliged to point out the unhealthy and worrying 
developments, i.e. the way some Jews cash in on the economic downturn 
in agriculture .... The Jew is the natural enemy of agriculture .... What this 
means, history has shown.’

Despite these overt expressions of anti-Jewish sentiments in print, the 
early modern legacy of tolerance became part of national self-identif ication 
in the modern era. In this respect the Holocaust and the both relatively 
and absolutely high percentage of Jews murdered, when compared to other 
West-European countries, must have seemed like an enigma in the post-
Liberation years. In any case, it didn’t rhyme with the prevalent self-image 
of tolerance. Antisemitism turned out to have increased during the German 
occupation, burst into the open and even renewed itself during the post-
Liberation years. Also, when it became taboo to express anti-Jewish feelings 
openly soon afterwards, it would never ever disappear.

At the beginning of the twenty-f irst century, the self-image of the toler-
ant nation came under pressure once again, under the inf luence of an 
escalating Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and a concomitant anti-multicultural 
and anti-Jewish mood. ‘The stereotypical Jew’ got deployed in a politics of 
national and ethnic identities, and real people bore the burden, as evidenced 
by the dissemination of anti-Jewish images and texts over the internet 
and a signif icant rise in so-called real life incidents. It is in light of these 
observations that we address in this volume the long-term unease with 
Jewish presence in Dutch society.

This book is one of the results of a research project, ‘The Dynamics of 
Contemporary Antisemitism in a Globalising Context’, that springs from 
an initiative by Evelien Gans and the niod Institute for War-, Holocaust- 
and Genocide Studies. The project was funded by nwo, the Netherlands 
Organisation for Scientif ic Research (now), and facilitated by the niod. 
The project aimed to investigate current anti-Jewish stereotypes in Dutch 
society focusing on some of its major ethnic groups. Earlier results of the 
project were both the publication, in 2014, of the monograph Haatspraak. 
Antisemitisme – een 21e-eeuwse geschiedenis by Remco Ensel, which was, 
just like this book, published by aup (Amsterdam University Press), and, 

with a free ticket.’ In: ‘Anti-semitisme in Nederland’, De Tijd, Godsdienstig-staatkundig dagblad, 
8 October 1890. De Talmudjood was then already published for three months, and due to its 
success upgraded to a bigger format. 
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with extra funding by the knaw (Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and 
Sciences), the website www.antisemitisme.nu (coordinated by Iwona Guść). 
In addition to publishing in academic media, we felt it was important to 
contribute to the public debate, in various media, about these crucial issues. 
With regard to this book, it is clear that it would have been incomplete 
without the valuable contributions of our co-authors Annemarike Strem-
melaar (University Leiden), Katie Digan (University Ghent) and Willem 
Wagenaar (Anne Frank House).

Two notes about terminology are necessary. As the attentive reader 
probably noticed, we write antisemitism without hyphen, because, 
as Evelien Gans once put it, ‘nothing like Semitism ever existed. The 
term anti(-)Semitism was an invention or construction of conf irmed 
antisemites who, at the end of the nineteenth century, transplanted the 
designation of Semitic languages to a concept of social-political and racist 
Jew-hatred.’ We wish to dissociate ourselves from this origin and take 
antisemitism to be the proper term for referring to hatred or antipathy of 
Jews. The unhyphenated spelling of antisemitism in this volume concurs 
with the recommendation by the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance.3

We are furthermore aware of the public discussions about the use 
of ‘Holocaust’ to denote the systematic mass murder of Jews and other 
victim groups between 1939 and 1945. For a long time in the Netherlands 
the customary way to refer to the genocide and the German occupation 
alike was to speak of ‘the war’. With respect to the Jewish victims, the term 
Holocaust (literally: burnt offering) has become both more conventional 
and controversial than Shoah (Hebrew for: destruction, calamity). While 
the title of this volume follows the series title, the niod Studies on War, 
Holocaust and Genocide, in our chapters we alternately use ‘Holocaust’ 
and the more appropriate term ‘Shoah’.4 Actually, the organised persecution 

3	 Evelien Gans, ‘“They have forgotten to gas you.” Post-1945 Antisemitism in the Netherlands.’, 
In: Philomena Essed and Isabele Hoving (eds.), Dutch Racism (Amsterdam/New York: Rodopi, 
2014), 71-100: 95; David Hirsh, ‘Anti-Zionism and Antisemitism: Cosmopolitan Reflections.’ The 
Yale Hirsh Initiative for the Interdisciplinary Study of Antisemitism (YIISA) (Working Paper 
Series #1. New Haven, CT, 2007): 16; Memo on the spelling of antisemitism by the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (ihra) (https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/).
4	 See, e.g., Dan Michman, ‘Shoah, Holocaust, Churbn and More: On the Emergence of Names for 
the Lethal Nazi Anti-Jewish Campaign’, Public Lecture At Wiener Library, 1 July 2015; Dan Mich-
man, ‘Waren die Juden Nordafrikas im Visier der Planungen zur Endlösung? Die “Schoah” und 
die Zahl 700.000 in Eichmanns Tabelle am 20. Januar 1942.’ In: Norbert Kampe and Peter Klein 
(eds.) Die Wannsee-Konferenz am 20. Januar 1942. Dokumente, Forschungsstand, Kontroversen 
(Köln/Weimar/Wien: Böhlau, 2013), 379-397.

https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/
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of the Jews started in 1933, when Hitler came into power in Germany, and 
went on wherever Nazism took over, as with the Anschluss in Austria, in 
March 1938.

We want to thank several institutions and individuals for their contribu-
tions and support with respect to the realisation of this book. In the f irst 
place now for recognising the academic and social relevance of our project. 
Secondly, we thank the niod for its confidence and its never-ending and 
generous support. These thanks most certainly also apply to the editors of 
the aup-niod series for including our manuscript in an inspiring line of 
books. Both the Anne Frank House, the cidi (Centre for Information and 
Documentation on Israel) and the Registration Centre for Discrimination 
on the Internet (mdi) helped us whenever we needed information and 
documentation. The same goes for the International Institute for Social 
History (iish), the Netherlands Institute for Sound and Vision (‘Beeld en 
Geluid’) and the Dutch Institute in Morocco (nimar).

Subsequently we are grateful for the assistance of Rachid Aouled Abdal-
lah, René Deelen, Gülsen Devre, Silke Eyt and Ralph Pluim who all did most 
important research in the context of this volume. We thank René Kok and 
Harco Gijsbers, both working in the audio-visual department of the niod, for 
their efforts to collect a large number of adequate photos and illustrations, 
and the National Archive (na) for supplying us several photos for free. The 
Chair for Modern Jewish History at the University of Amsterdam (UvA) 
funded part of the illustrations.

Several translators have worked on our texts. We thank Jane Hedley-
Prole and David McKay who translated the Introductory Essay, Beverley 
Jackson who translated the Epilogue, Luuk Arens and Han van der Vegt 
who translated or corrected the chapters in-between, and finally Asaf Lahat 
who edited the complete manuscript. All editorial decisions, including 
minor overlaps between different chapters, and any remaining errors are 
of course ours.

Valuable to us were all those – and we thank them collectively – who gave 
or sent us information during informal conversations or in e-mails about 
their experiences with antisemitism and other topics. Last but not least, 
we are grateful to those who spent time and energy with one or both of us 
during an interview. We name here: Mohammed Abdallah, Wim Bartels, 
Ronald van den Boogaard, Mellouki Brieuc-Cadat, Erwin Brugmans, Job 
Cohen, René Danen, Fatima Elatik, Joop Glimmerveen, Bertus Hendriks, 
Mohammed Jabri, Lody van de Kamp, Haci Karacaer, Sami Kaspi, Hans 
Knoop, Anneke Mouthaan, Ronny Naftaniel, Leo Nederstigt, Harry Polak, 
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Karen Polak, Mohamed Rabbae, Mehmet Sahin, Menachem Sebbag, Harry 
de Winter. Obviously we carry full responsibility for the translations of 
the interview excerpts, for the contexts in which these occur and for their 
interpretation.

Finally, while all our themes – the Holocaust, Israel, ‘the Jew’, and last 
but not least antisemitism – add up to a genuine minefield, we are happy 
we managed to f inish the book in a spirit of excellent cooperation, mutual 
understanding and friendship.

Remco Ensel
Evelien Gans
Amsterdam, September 2016
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