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PREFACE 

From an early age on I was interested in the way people are housed and the enormous 
differences that exist among people’s housing conditions. This interest grew when I 
started travelling in my early twenties and visited Mexico where I saw for the first time 
people living in shanty towns and squatting on pavements without any form of shelter 
whatsoever against abuse or the cold nights. A few years later I settled in Greece and I 
learned from personal experience what it means to have no indoor plumbing, electricity, 
gas to cook on, waste disposal, and sometimes in summer, no water from the tap. Still, I 
realize that I am in a privileged position. I have been born in a prosperous country with 
a good brain out of parents who considered gender equality as a matter of fact, and who 
gave me the opportunity to study and learn a profession. The inconveniences I have ex-
perienced were only temporary, while others will have to cope with them, and even 
worse situations, all their lives.  

When I started reading law in my early thirties, I was very much surprised to learn 
that a human right to housing actually exists and that the great majority of States have 
taken up the obligation to respect, protect and fulfil their population’s housing rights. I 
wrote my final paper on this subject and I decided that I would try to write a doctoral 
thesis on the right to adequate housing once I had graduated. The more I read about the 
right to housing, however, the more I was struck by the gender neutral tone of all 
official norms and statements, especially when I thought of all those women who are 
expected to cook, clean, wash and raise their children in inadequate housing conditions, 
as well as those unfortunates who cannot find safety and peace at home because they 
have an abusive partner. That is why I decided to focus on the gender aspects that influ-
ence the fulfilment of the right to housing for women. Although I have done my utmost 
to imagine the various situations women may encounter, I cannot speak for all of them, 
especially since it is impossible for me to shake off my Western perspective. Listening 
carefully to women from different cultural backgrounds was the best I could do.  

It was very fortunate, that at precisely the right moment a job opportunity presented 
itself at the law faculty of Maastricht University and that in due course I found Theo van 
Boven and Ria Wolleswinkel willing to supervise this doctoral study. I am very grateful 
to both of them for always believing in me and for giving me so much freedom to pur-
sue my goal, even though they did not always agree with me. Ria was always there for 
me when I needed a listening ear. Theo never ceased to amaze me with his wealth of 
knowledge and his quick insights.  

I am also indebted to Kees Flinterman. He supported me during a very difficult period 
in my life and he made it possible for me to study law full-time for six months when I 
had almost lost heart during my near ‘endless’ studies with the Open University. It is 
therefore a great pleasure for me that he is one of the examiners of this study. 
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Thanks are also due to the other examiners who put their time and effort into reading 
my book. Menno Kamminga who I have come to appreciate as a colleague, Titia Loenen 
and Ineke Boerefijn who have introduced me to the world of feminism and international 
law, and Fons Coomans whose research on the right to education was a source of inspi-
ration for me and who was also kind enough to supervise my final paper with the Open 
University. 

Many of my (former) colleagues supported and encouraged me in the course of the 
years and I am grateful to all of them. Special mention deserve Eva Rieter, who kept 
providing me with useful pieces of information she had found on the internet, and Jotsna 
Gupta, who taught me so many fascinating facts about Indian customs and culture. 

On a personal level I thank my family and friends who showed a great deal of interest 
in my progress, and who put up with my chronic lack of time for them. A special word 
of thanks goes to my sister Adinda Creusen for her cover design and my son Leonidas 
for his cleverly designed database which made the work on my bibliography a piece of 
cake. Finally, I am grateful to my niece Odette Creusen and my friend and colleague 
Chantal Kuypers who both so willingly agreed to be my paranimfs and who were even 
prepared to read this book from cover to cover (including the boring parts). You have 
made the final stage of my work on this study so much easier and enjoyable with your 
enthusiasm and assistance. I took great pleasure in our joint luncheons and I really hope 
that we can keep finding excuses to organize them in future.  
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