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PIRACY OF THE PAST

Frank Schosnover
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j.l:ln:;Jll*ﬂ.'ﬁl-ﬁH'_r'll.fl.- i 17}
.I'rm':l'f.;umlflr.lirr.'frr|-'|'u'ﬂ u is purrrol
r|r.|llrl'ﬂlﬂ' Fliai on his lef? o let

l:.plnl.ﬁn|:I|.|Jr1"n|l-||rl---"

Stecde Bonned, portraye o e leenigpsiee the
fird knvsen depiction of the Jolly Roger
Jll'nr_ilirnm'"ll'”i-‘ll'l_'\-.-ll-ii vies of All
The Mot Nodorions Pirates, 1525

The hanging of Stede Bonnet, from
Historse de fee-Bovers, o ol
edition uf.lfu.rmmul} Germeral ||i~1nr_'\.
ol the Pyrates, 1725

Dhefoesw rilin_'.',.qulll iail'.ﬂi'\. irll'|llllilli_', flolinson
Crusoe, was cnabled by the sizable cache of contempo-
r.|r_|. q|r|h1~||r;||1'|'i.1| |||.|1 |||I ||.'|.1| al llimlllliplrl-.'ll, inelud-
i||;|||:| nol limted toa |||||n|n-|'u|-+'.'||rlixi[j'. narralivies.
|I-mL .'|1|l||-rr~, WS s calitors and writers, hallad-
cors, and plavwrights on both sides of the Atlantie un-
derstandably paid close attention to these legendary
ﬁ'gﬂll'ﬁliill'ill:.'{liil‘ali Vs Goliden 1l.;,"l'illllll‘Iliui'r--'irlil
17005, as pirates were hoth overtaking ships at sea and
||i|hz-:i||_|_1|-iIi.r--n-.'u|u:|=-_-‘|||-=-ur;|-t|i||1~.- ol the countries
they traversed. Long-range travel became hazardous,
and international conmeres was Hireatenad, both in
harbors and on the high scas. The hanging of Captain
hidd on the aliermoon r-|'1'-f.-|'l. 23, 1701 al Exeeution Dock
ingpired an immediate outpouring of broadsides anl
sermans, logether with Captain Kid s Farewell to the
Ses falsas known ais The Lhving Words of Capi. fobert
Kidd or The Ballad of Capiain Kidd). This 22-verse
II.1rr."||.i‘||'.llllil.~.|||'il;_;i1|.|| e letul, coy |'|'il|;; ]\iqllll.‘- e
o the high seasand his subsequent imprisonment and
execution, became the longest-lasting folk ballad in
misie (in ils American version) aboul |.:Ii|-"il|!‘ life,

The [Ht|r|i1'-1lillll it Dateh i 1“;5 of Alexandre
O Exquemelins (. 165 1707) De {mericacnsehe

Lee-Roovers (Buccanieers of dmerica, ills, Pp-12-14)

soom allerwards tran- il r.n;_"li.xh. Freneh, and
Fi“”'“l. marked anol of the milestones in early

|:i|'.'|.11~ literature and hisi (' for its claimed authentic-

i'.‘" Presented as the ".'1||Iuh|'u;_; .||-hi:*.'|] aceount” of a

one=Time indentured servant of the French West India

Company who wound up in the pivate nest ol Tort
Island (T the coast of Ilutl-.l\ < Hanta), el the I1.]':'-:IIH ¢|
Henry Morgan's buccaneers in raiding the Caribbean
in Lhe 1'.'||-|} thzos after buving his own (recdom, this
book Iu-rnfnundl} affected later literary treatments

of piracy and anticipated Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe.
\ler ]".\:lllr'llll'lill determined to “enler into the wick-
ed orderof the Pirates or Bobbers at Sea™ he related
ILan ;|h.||1'l'la|urIhir:.h‘1'II|I1II'I'.‘II|I| behavior inelud-
ing the articles ol agreement they bonded themselves
o ]...-11: and their Pn-ﬁ*r:-m-:- Lo =il E-|'i-=1i|m|'.-ul1 landd
.'II‘1.1"|'|'.'|Eil|||'ilu:.:| :“-Illrll. ‘\]Iill-' Li oL 'Jl‘illg I'-'ll-L :'"I_\ =l ri""ﬁ
l'illlll.i'kI'.‘i-'l‘i.‘id‘l'\'.'llllh. In contrast lo |||1n~'~:nt'-'l;.:|1~|'} |lil'il|1'-'~
sometimes display, they could also be liberal comrades
in the crunch. Were a pirate to lose his goods or money,
others would bail him out. While on shore, sea rovers
made certain to pay their tavern bills 5o as 1o avoid

being sold into servitude themselves,

Democracy on the Seas

so.what should we believe ul':-.'ll']‘\ |ri|'.'|l:']ili'mllll'd-.
and how do these stories square withwhat is known
from history? To begin with, itis imporiant Lo note that
historical researeh bears out what Exquemelin higlh-
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INTRODUCTION

dules Férat -
Cover illfustration o the original, Heizel

eelition of Ll Al siérieuss, 1575

Jules Férat p
=The black fag! . eried Ayvrton the
corsTa NIy CAry o priird .
terith the Jolly Reager fron afir i an

illustration from Llle Mystéricnse, 1855

r-.#n'lp arelorreid

Delaware coastline, I.."I" worked to recreate an acen-
rate depiction of these menwithin hiswritings, Y,
in Uhe end, e i remembered more for his illustrations
of buecaneers than his narratives about them

Aihough several of the American illustrators whao
studied with him would remember Pyle reading his
slories to [|u'r||.'|-I|14':'. worked lu;;rlhrri||1||rir-|unml
-I!nd[:r.]n;ln"l. ol them never follovwed him into the
W |:L‘|u| of hiction “rilillg_-,. Instead, !lll'_'- remiembered
I*_-.. li's Fascination with Il'IJ_;q'HIIiII'_'L I;1|r----|'|-1'r.'1-'} and
ereated their own illustrations that imeluded dramatic
seenes and detailed representations in 1t.1rim|~-1|l|1||l-
tations of the stories contained in this valume, Tao
students who studied 4'|n-l*|} with |‘}lr'. Newell Comvers
Weth (1882 145) and Frank Schoonover (1877-m72),
remained in the Delaware areawhere piracys hold
had helped inspire their mentor’s work. Perhaps the
.\lll'l'lrlll]1|[ll;_"‘.\ alsa .xpm'l.,nl their erealis -'ulll]llll in
the field of pirate illustration.

Much like Defoe's € rusoe, |’I'| ||"= ||i| ale lales l|-'|H“IH|f
il lllrtlll }:I‘l'l|i1'1:1Hd' elements found in --I'|_'L “lilillg.'.'\
Infack Ralltster's Fortunes, lirsi |n||-|;~ el im I?'"~5|_',.
u]li]l*llu*plul i-a|!mr||_1. based on carlicr accountsof

Blackbeard, Pvle’s conventional framing allows his

roader o F::'mlirl e ,.1||.|-|,'_..i-|||1i||;l\_4|| I he pesorts fo
1h"'ﬂhlllllll:ll|i1l'l';||j~ deviee of the orplins tale 1o
frame Jack'sadventures, As an English o angsterwho
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