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Greenhouse construction had reached fechnical mafurity in as early o fhe
seventeenth and eighteenth centuies. The use of iron long remained G mater

inth sone bose. Aspod corfor ransporing
h

o of heat and itthe
problem of drpping condensation. Construction with iron only became popu-
lor around 1830 due o is light weight ond the narrow sius it made possible.
The easier methods of wood processing led Joseph Paxton fo employ  new
type of arched truss made of glued laminated wood. Successful solutions were

tho ke ysom wors housed i o fomel,
which srfoced no o smokestackond
conganll sl weortower at o il
ccoploble disonce.

areas, such os the The gop fo
be spanned in such arcades was usually small, posing lfle challenge fo the.
engineer.

he dovelopment of large-area covered halls was furthered in England in the
Royal Novy dockyards. Since a warship fook up fo 13 years fo buld, it was
necessary fo profect the unfinished hulfrom the weather and - as the Venefians
had long been doing - to build  hall to house the ship during consiuction.
Woodsn versions of such covered berths were bl n Portsmouth in 1814 and
in Chotham in 1817. The firs corrugated-ploted iron consiructions were intro-
ducedin 1845,

Exhibition halls had other specifcations and design crieria. Emphass loy not
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Opimistc visions of the fuure once again reached o high poin af the New
York Word's Foir held in Flushing Meadow Park in 1939 Automobile compo-
s in particular ook centr stage. I the “Highways and Horizons” Duwhun of
, designer Norman

“Metropolis of Tomorrow” ~ no longer the horriic vision of fifz Lang's -
“Meropolis, but o radiant ciy orgorism, flooded with pulsafing trffc. America
here demonstated that it had finally freed el fom s of-quoted "colonial”
dependence on Europe.
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i New Yo, 1951-1952
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Whot appeared sparingly economicol in Chicago became, i the ofice fower
bult for Distlers Corporation Seagrams Linied in New York a lourious and
expensive masterpiecs. t was the doughter o the compony president himself
who halted xising plans for @ new buiding and, following consutations with
Philip Johnson, then Directr of the Archiecture Depariment o the Museu of
Modem A, put forward the name of Mies van der Rohe. The Seagram

w3k the nrow end of he bukding fodng
oway o the oot The o walof
green inloting gloss and sander, soless-

ety o il Sor vl o e
widoe<looing boskot emphosiz he
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Buiding wes om any other previous New York skyscaper.
1t stood back from busy Park Avenve, reating an open urban space before i
This “plazaf emerged os both homeless and vindy, however, and only relly
served fo inroduce ond reinforce the fowering glass ront with s sicy axil
entronce. Unlike Chicago, the shuchal sectons were lid not on but i the
gloss plans and were emphasized via shodow oints. Nor were they the
products of sriol manufactuing, but speciol fobricationsin bronze. Mies was
s cble o modify hei rofle. He stengihened th visbe hin odge of the .
beas fo gie them more opical weight and moved the verical fits closer
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