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   PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
TO THE SECOND EDITION    

 Dear reader, 

 It is with great pleasure that we present to you the second edition of our handbook 
on health and human rights, in which we systematically disentangle a range of 
themes and dimensions of this burgeoning branch of human rights law. Th ere 
are some changes to the previous edition, which we believe have considerably 
enriched this new publication. 

 While the 2012 edition had its focus on Europe, this edition has a broader 
scope, also taking into account global perspectives, including a chapter on 
the UN health and human rights framework. We have kept themes which we 
consider important, including the valuable chapters on the Council of Europe ’ s 
and EU ’ s approaches to health and human rights, as well as the worthwhile 
chapters on reproductive health, death and dying. Added to the new edition are 
chapters on relevant principles, access to health, health technologies and public 
health. Instead of focusing on a few selected vulnerable groups, the focus is now, 
more holistically, on the concept of vulnerability. As such, the book takes into 
account new developments and trends in the fi eld. 

 As with any book, its composition came with some inconvenience and 
frustration, including a struggle to fi nd the time to work on the book. However, 
looking back, the overall process and collaboration have been very pleasant and 
enriching, notwithstanding the fact that we were in the midst of a pandemic. 
It has been a pleasure to welcome Katharina Ó Cathaoir to the team as a new 
author. I wish to thank all the authors for their worthwhile contributions, and 
for their support and dedication to this project. 

 We are grateful for the opportunity to publish a book in such an important 
and continuously evolving fi eld, refl ecting dimensions of human rights law 
that will demand our attention over the years to come. We thank Intersentia 
Publishing, in particular Rebecca Moff at and Alan O’Dowd, for their effi  cient 
support and excellent editorial work. We also thank Markus Frischhut, Jacob 
Wested, Catherine Jacqueson and Sophie van den Nieuwenhuijsen for their 
support with the EU chapter, Meaghan Beyer for support with the chapter on 
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the UN, and Maxine van Ekelenburg for support with the list of cases. We wish 
scholars, students and practitioners inspiration and success with their important 
work in the fi eld of health and human rights. We hope  –  and expect  –  that this 
book will be a useful resource guide. 

 With best wishes on behalf of all the authors, 
 Brigit Toebes    
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