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Introduction

n each of the world’s six main faiths

Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism,
Christianity, Islam and Sikhism -
4 | stories play a very important part.

The}' have been used for many hundreds of
years to teach people about their faith in a
way which makes difficult messages easier
to understand. Many stories tell of times in
the lives of reiigious teachers, leaders, gods
and goddesses. Others explain mysterious
events such as how the world was created or
what happens when we die. Many have a

strong moral or lesson to teach.

he stories in this book come
from the ]ewisli faith.
According to ]ewish

scnptures the first ]ew was
Abraham a man who lived in the Middle
East more about 4,000 years ago. He taught

his famiiy and everyone he met to worship
one God, instead of many ditferent gods.
Jews believe that God made a covenant (an
agreement) with Abraham. God said that
the Jews should live wise and just lives.
Then he would look after them for ever.

In their daii}-' lives and at festival times,
Jews listen to stories to heip them
remember their iong histor)c You can read

some of these stories in this book.
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. The Story of Creation

n the beginning, God created Heaven
and Earth. But the Earth was dark

and had no features, or shape or

li\-’ing things.

“Let there be 1ight,” God said, and
suddenly the Earth was filled with light. Then
God separated the light from the darkness.
He called the light da}_; and the darkness
night. This was the first day of creation.

On the second da\, God created the wk\
and set it hlcrh above the Earth. On the tlmd
da}-, he made the seas and the dr_\ land. God
said, “Let grass sprout up from the gl‘ound,
and plants bearing seeds so that new plants
can grow, and fruit trees of every kind.” Soon
the Earth was covered with grass, p]ants and
trees with their branches filled with fruit.

God was p]eased with what he saw:

When the fourth day dawned, God said,
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Did you know?

In September or October, Jews
celebrate God’s creation of the world at
the festival of Rosh Hashanah. This is
the start of the New Year. It is also the
time when Jews think about the wrong
things they have done in the past year
and promise to put things right. On the
eve of Rosh Hashanah, people share
pieces of apple dipped in honey to wish
cach other a sweet new year.
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ek lights appear in the sk}-', to divide da},-'
from night. The}-' will be signs to show the
passing of the seasons, the da}-’s and the years,
So God
placed two great lights in the sk}-’ - the Sun to

and will shine light on the Earth.”

rule the da}' and the Moon to rule the night.
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Did you know?
Each wé(,'k"}ewish people keep the
seventh’ d,gy hol) for rest and worship.
The.v Call it Shabbat. It begins at
sunse,ton Friday, when two candles
are llt to welecome Shabbat in. Then a
pravu' is said, called the kiddush,
before the family sits down to enjoy a
meal together. On Saturday morning,
many Jews go to the synagogue.

Shabbat ends when the first stars

appear on Saturday night.
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