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Introduction

During the Second World War the German
leader, Adolf Hitler, ordered his Nazi followers
to round up people they considered to be
‘inferior’. The people the Nazis hated most
were Jews, and millions of them were sent to
prison camps, called concentration camps.
The conditions there were terrible. Thousands
died of disease or starvation, but most of
them were murdered in gas chambers by the
Nazis. Many Jews went into hiding, helped by
brave people who risked their own freedom.
Often, though, they were betrayed by Hitler’s
supporters. Like Anne Frank’s family, these
Jews were sent to concentration camps, where
most of them died. By the end of the war,
more than six million Jews had been killed,

1.5 million of them children like Anne.



Anne

On 12 June 1929, a little girl is born in
Germany. She is a happy girl — she has a
mother and father who love her, and a sister
who is mad about her. She lives in a beautiful
city: Frankfurt am Main. Lots of her relations
live there too. They all come to look at the
little girl, and everyone likes her.

The girl is called Anne — Annelies Marie
Frank — an ordinary name. At that moment,
no one knows her life will be short. No one
knows she will never be older than 15. No
one knows she will become famous all over
the world. But that is what happens.

Little Anne is a nice baby and a funny
toddler. She is very different from her older sister
Margot, who is quiet and does what her mother

says. Anne talks a lot and asks lots of questions.



Anne Frank at two years old

Anne is a happy little girl.




Tension

Anne and Margot have a good life. Lots of
children live nearby and they play together
every day. They do not know that their
parents are worried — very worried. The
Frank family owns a bank and lots of
members of the family work at the bank,
including Anne’s father. It is not a big bank,
but it has made the family rich. However,
now the bank is not doing so well.

The Frank family bank is not the only one
in trouble. All the banks in Germany are
having difficulties, as are all the factories
and all the shops. Things are not going
well in Germany. The country is in crisis
and many people do not have jobs.

But there is something else worrying Anne’s

parents — Germany’s new leader. He is called



Anne (third from left) and Margot (fourth from right)

The sisters enjoy playing with the neighbourhood children.

Adolf Hitler and he hates Jews.
He blames them for Germany’s troubles.
That is nonsense, of course, but many
Germans think Hitler is right and that
the Jews have caused the crisis, so they
don’t like Jews either.

Hitler’s supporters are called Nazis, and
they make life very difficult for the Jews in

Germany. There are laws against Jews.
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Suddenly, many Jews are not allowed to
work for the council or as teachers. They
lose their jobs. Jewish children are put into
separate groups at school, and they are
bullied by their classmates. The Frank family,

which is Jewish, has difficulties as well.

Adolf Hitler in Nuremberg, Germany, 1927

Hitler’s party starts small, but it gets more and more supporters.
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