STANDARD BUSINESS CONTRACTS






STANDARD BUSINESS
CONTRACTS

Fourth revised edition

Dirk DESCHRIJVER
Marc TAEYMANS
Olivier VANDEN BERGHE

A INTERSENTIA

Cambridge - Antwerp — Chicago



Intersentia Ltd

8 Wellington Mews | Wellington Street
Cambridge | CB1 1HW | United Kingdom
Tel.: +44 1223 736 170

Email: mail@intersentia.co.uk
www.intersentia.com | www.intersentia.co.uk

Distribution for the UK and the rest of the world (incl. Eastern Europe):
NBN International

1 Deltic Avenue, Rooksley

Milton Keynes MK13 8LD

United Kingdom

Tel.: +44 1752 202 301 | Fax: +44 1752 202 331

Email: orders@nbninternational.com

Distribution for Europe:

Lefebvre Sarrut Belgium NV

Hoogstraat 139/6

1000 Brussels

Belgium

Tel.: +32 3 680 15 50 | Fax: +32 3 658 71 21
Email: mail@intersentia.be

Distribution for the USA and Canada:

Independent Publishers Group

Order Department

814 North Franklin Street

Chicago, IL60610

USA

Tel.: +1 800 888 4741 (toll free) | Fax: +1312 337 5985
Email: orders@ipgbook.com

Standard Business Contracts. Fourth Revised Edition
© Dirk Deschrijver, Marc Taeymans & Olivier Vanden Berghe 2021

The author has asserted the right under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988, to be
identified as author of this work.

No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form,
or by any means, without prior written permission from Intersentia, or as expressly permitted by
law or under the terms agreed with the appropriate reprographic rights organisation. Enquiries
concerning reproduction which may not be covered by the above should be addressed to Intersentia
at the address above.

Cover: © Danny Juchtmans / www.dsigngraphics.be

ISBN 978-1-78068-893-0 (hardcover)
ISBN 978-1-78068-894-7 (PDF)
D/2021/7849/110

NUR 827

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data. A catalogue record for this book is available from
the British Library.



PREFACE

It is our pleasure to introduce a new edition of this reference work which first
appeared in 2006. From the outset it has been our intention to collect in this
work a number of business contracts governed by Belgian law but drafted in
English. This makes this book unique. English is not the language of the legal
systems in Belgium. However, already fifteen years ago, as practising lawyers, we
noticed that commonly English was used to draft contracts, certainly business
and international contracts.

The current volume contains a selection of thirty templates of business
contracts. We wanted to limit ourselves to contracts that are ordinarily used
by companies, thereby omitting too specialised subjects such as computer
services, real estate and employment contracts. We selected examples and
clauses that could serve as guidance to the general legal practitioner in the
corporate world.

This book is not about contract drafting nor does it explain contract clauses or
the legal concepts behind them. It wants to give guidance through examples of
most common contract clauses in different types of contracts. These clauses are
not “take it or leave it” — good lawyers are capable of identifying what is truly
necessary in a contract. This book should help such lawyers to understand that
many contract provisions can be simple, legible and understandable. You will
therefore also find variations of clauses addressing the same topic: it is not
“one size fits all”. We have added more options and alternatives in the current
edition.

From the beginning we have paid particular attention to boilerplate provisions.
Arne Gutermann, co-author of previous editions, was especially conscious
of the danger of using these provisions. While we have not reproduced the
chapter on this subject in this fourth edition, you may still want to read on the
relevance of boilerplate clauses in the 2013 edition. The authors wish to thank
Arne Guterman for his valuable contribution as co-author of the previous
editions.
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Preface

Once a contract’s terms or covenants is written into a contract it only rarely gets
changed or improved.! People, and also lawyers, tend to use the same clauses
over and over again — even if they don’t make sense in a particular agreement.
When using this book to your benefit, please be aware of this pitfall. Do not get
lazy when using contract templates!

October 2021

Dirk DESCHRIJVER
Marc TAEYMANS
Olivier VANDEN BERGHE

DISCLAIMER. The material and information contained in this volume is of
a general commentary nature only and is not intended to be a comprehensive
exposition of the law or other issues arising with respect to the business
relationships addressed herein. It is not offered as legal advice on any particular
matter and should not be taken as such. The authors try to provide quality
information, but make no claims, promises or guarantees about the accuracy,
completeness, or adequacy of the information contained in this volume. The
authors and the editor disclaim any liability to any person in respect of anything
and the consequences of anything done or omitted to be done wholly or partly in
reliance upon the contents of this volume. As legal advice must be tailored to the
specific circumstances of each case, and laws are constantly changing, nothing
provided herein should be used as substitute for the advice of competent counsel.

! J. NYARKO, “Stickiness and Incomplete Contracts”, Chicago Law Review 2021, 88/1.
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