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PREFACE

Hugh and I were in opposite rooms in Chambers as barristers. We were not
infrequently advising opposing sides. But we hardly ever were on opposite
sides in the courtroom. Why? Because we thought very alike. If I was advising
a client he had a good case, Hugh would be advising the other side that he had
a weak one. And vice versa. So, most cases between us settled. Some people
called us the terrible twins and often judges mixed us up. Judges sometimes
said ‘Yes Mr Laddie’ to me and ‘Yes Mr Jacob’ to him.

Because we thought so alike I am completely confident in saying how much
Hugh would have not only enjoyed but appreciated the lectures given in honour
of his memory. They are a formidable collection. Serious and perceptive,
sometimes funny, and eminently readable they all are. It fell to me to decide who
to ask and to do the asking. No one I asked ever said no. All the Hugh Laddie
lecturers were first choices. They could each have said no, not least because
preparing a big lecture of this sort is a huge pain! We are immensely grateful to
all the lecturers for agreeing to suffer and actually going through that pain.

The lectures range over the entire spectrum of IP rights. Some cover all. Between
them they give a unique perspective of IP over the last ten years. I like to think
there is not a practitioner, at least one who loves his or her job, who would
not enjoy and gain from these lectures. They will also gain from reading -
or re-reading - Hugh's own inaugural lecture, which we have included too.
It is a rallying call to keep IP rights within rational bounds, given in Hugh'’s
inimitable style.

It may be of interest to know how we went about preparing the text. In most
cases, we used the services of superb shorthand writers to transcribe the lectures
from the recordings. I am immensely grateful to Jenny Chandler of Marten
Walsh Cherer Ltd for organising this. She was a good friend of Hugh’s and is
good friend of mine. Each transcript was sent to the speaker. They were merely
invited to approve the text, not to update it — the whole point being that the
lectures portray the subject matter as it was at the time when they were given.
In some cases, the speakers have provided a postscript. In some cases, none
was necessary — or in the case of Michael Fysh’s lecture, remotely possible!

I have the honour to be the Director of Hugh’s creation at UCL Faculty of
Laws - the Institute of Brand and Innovation (IBIL). It was created with the
objective of being an institute with its own distinctive character, not only
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undertaking first-class academic research, but also paying attention to the
practical application and problems of intellectual property law and to the
interests of practitioners in this field. These dual aims are reflected here. Hugh
got leading chambers and law firms to support it. They still do, and we are
immensely grateful to all our past, present and future sponsors. Without them
the Hugh Laddie lectures could not exist.

Two final words. Reading this book may make some wish they could hear
and see the lectures as they were given. They can, in most instances, because we
recorded them, and have uploaded them to view at: www.ucl.ac.uk/ibil/events.
Lastly, I must thank Dr Lynne Chave who managed the organisation of the
material with seemingly effortless skill and the publishers, Intersentia, who took
this on and made it all work in much shorter order than is customary amongst
publishers.

Robin Jacob

Sir Hugh Laddie Professor of Intellectual Property Law,
Faculty of Laws, University College London

April 2019
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