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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This book is the culmination of a research project spanning more than three
years and events on two continents. It has involved 29 contributors from
19 jurisdictions, coming from the fields of law, medicine and philosophy.
A project of this magnitude could not have been undertaken without the
generous support of the WYNG Foundation of Hong Kong. It was through their
funding that we were able to bring together experts from Europe, Asia, Africa,
America and the Middle East at a conference held under the auspices of the
Centre for Medical Ethics and Law (CMEL) of the University of Hong Kong
and Cambridge Family Law on 9 and 10 September 2016, which served as a
foundation for this volume. We wish to thank the Foundation for giving us this
opportunity and hope that this book furthers their mission to acquire, exchange,
disseminate and apply knowledge to achieve a more advanced and a more caring
society. We also wish to particularly thank Au Yun Ling, for her exceptional
administrative support in organising the Hong Kong conference, and St John’s
College and its Master, Rev. Dr Eric Chong, for providing accommodation for
some of our speakers (and authors of this volume).

The Hong Kong conference was followed by a conference on ‘Law and
Practice of Surrogacy’, held at Cambridge on 25 and 26 June 2018 and organised
jointly by Cambridge Family Law and the Academy of European Law (ERA),
with a focus on European developments. We would particularly like to thank
Dr Angelika Fuchs, the Head of Section for Private Law at ERA, as well as Tabea
Liith from ERA for the very fruitful and efficient cooperation on this event.

The (probably) final event to which this project is tied, and where the
book will be officially launched, will be the ‘International Surrogacy Forum’ in
Cambridge on 27 and 28 June 2019, organised jointly by Cambridge Family Law,
the International Academy of Family Lawyers and the American Bar Association
(ABA) Section of Family Law. We would like to thank, in particular, Anne-Marie
Hutchinson OBE, QC (Hon) for taking the initiative on this event and being so
supportive throughout the process.

Thanks are also due to Matt Jordan, who provided research and editing
assistance for this book as well as support at and for the Cambridge Conferences;
Elizabeth Aitken for making sure that our accounts were in order; Shirley
Bidgood for her assistance with the booking system; and Daniel Bates for setting
up and maintaining the websites.

As always, the collaboration with Intersentia Publishing was wonderful
(at least from the editors’ side!), and we would like to thank Rebecca Moffat
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and Ann-Christin Maak-Scherpe for their exceptional support and patience in
ensuring that this book was published.

Finally: Surrogacy is ultimately about family, and our thanks go to ours for
the unwavering support they have given us over the course of this project. To
Ann-Christin, Helma and Lilo, who had to put up with absences, long working
nights, telephone conferences when we should have been playing UNO together
(but in your father’s defence, it was past bedtime!) and foul moods when things
did not go as planned. To Luke, who was uncomplaining when birthdays were
missed because of conferences. And to Eva, who was born as the project reached
its completion, and over whose sleeping head proofs were finalised.

The Editors
Cambridge/Hong Kong, 20 February 2019
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