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Intersentia v

   PREFACE   

  Private Law Development in Context  discusses private law scholars in Germany 
and German-speaking countries, namely their role in the development of 
private law and its relationship to the international sphere, to society and to 
other disciplines. German law is oft en perceived as being focused on system 
building and doctrinal thinking. While this is certainly true, it is only half the 
truth. Comparative law  –  also as a source for international legislation  –  was 
equally important, as well as the idea of a robust economic ( ‘ ordo-liberal ’ ) 
order. Th eoretical perspectives and the struggle about how to deal with other 
disciplines were prominent  –  and certainly German law was highly infl uential 
in large parts of the world, private law scholars being aware of their role in this. 
Perhaps most importantly in the context of this book, it seems to be rather unique 
to Germany that academia is (probably) the most prominent driving force for 
the development of private law. Th erefore, this book tries to shed light on the 
development of private law in Germany, to a large extent also beyond Germany, 
and in all the dimensions named by explaining the work of those scholars with 
German as their mother tongue whom we judge to be the most prominent in 
this. We think that their writings and theories constitute a highly relevant  –  
indeed arguably the most relevant  –  framework for understanding private law 
thinking and development emanating from German-speaking countries. 

 Th is book is based on a series of lectures held over the course of many years. 
Explanations have been added to render the collection more readable and rich 
for an international audience. Th e editors are highly grateful to the members of 
their  Lehrst ü hlen  (chairs) who have been so responsive to the needs of the lecture 
series and the production process, namely Ms Emilie Mathieu for taking on the 
majority of the translation and Ms Angela Huhn for organising the English 
edition. We would also like to thank all those who took on the main burden 
of responsibility during the course of the lecture series and during the initial 
collection and review of the manuscripts, perhaps above all Dr Florian M ö slein, 
Alexander J ü chser and Frank Rosenkranz (now Prof. Dr Florian M ö slein, 
Rechtsanwalt Dr Alexander J ü chser and Assistant Prof. Dr Frank Rosenkranz). 
Finally, we are very grateful to the Th yssen Foundation for sponsoring this book 
by covering some of the costs of production and the translation. 

 Berlin/Bochum/Florence, Summer 2017  Stefan Grundmann 
 Karl Riesenhuber  
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