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“Armed Confl icts and the Law is a book of impressive scope and depth. Ranging 
deft ly across the spectrum of armed confl ict and the law that governs it, this 
impressive work draws together new voices and world-renowned experts from 
the academy, military and the ICRC to examine the normative nuances of 
contemporary confl ict. At the same time both scholarly and practical, Armed 
Confl icts and the Law will prove an invaluable resource for anyone dealing with 
the complex, synergistic, and evolving relationship between law and armed 
confl ict.”

Prof. Michael N. Schmitt, Director, Stockton Center for the Study of 
International Law, U.S. Naval War College

“How to qualify the various situations of violence we face today? Are the current 
rules clear enough and still adequate? Is the relation between the jus ad bellum 
and the jus in bello always relevant? How best to defend the fundamental 
principles of these corpuses of international law? Is it justifi ed to revisit some 
of them? Th e great merit of this excellent book is precisely not to address these 
issues in isolation but to show us the relations between them and with the 
current realities of our world, through a wise choice of contributions. Th e high 
quality of these contributions must be greeted as well as the fact that eminent 
representatives of the academic world surround young researchers, paving the 
way for the future generations.”

Yves Sandoz, Honorary member and former Director of International Law 
and Policy, International Committee of the Red Cross, Honorary professor of 
International Humanitarian Law

“Today armed confl icts change continuously as does the world in which they are 
conducted. Th ere is therefore a need for analysis of the application of the law to 
these dynamics. Th is book stands out in connecting the law with the real world 
of armed confl icts. It will help students, academics and practitioners to better 
understand the response of the law to armed confl icts.”

Prof. Dr Liesbeth Zegveld, University of Amsterdam

“Th e multifaceted character of modern armed confl icts and ever increasing 
atrocities to victims call for a continuing assessment of the law of the books in 
the light of the practice of States and non-State actors. Jan Wouters, Philip De 
Man and Nele Verlinden, together with their excellent co-authors, have off ered 
innovative insights to salient features of existing rights and responsibilities. 
Th ey convincingly go beyond the jus in bello by including topical issues of the 
jus ad bellum and the jus post bellum, thus showing important interrelationships 
between these independent branches of international law.”

Dr Dieter Fleck, Former Director, International Agreements & Policy, German 
Ministry of Defence



“An important, rigorous volume, comprehensively covering some of the most 
relevant issues of contemporary armed confl icts.”

Dr Marko Milanovic, University of Nottingham

“Th is new book provides a very accessible way to look at the intersection between 
law and war in context. It addresses contemporary concerns and gives the reader 
a marvellous overview of the relevant legal regimes.”

Prof. Dr Andrew Clapham, Professor of International Law, Graduate Institute 
of International and Development Studies, Geneva

“Armed Confl icts and the Law provides an in-depth analysis and coverage of the 
humanitarian law of armed confl ict from a contemporary perspective. Th e book 
covers a wide range of topics including the regulation of hostilities, protected 
persons, protection of cultural property, law of occupation and criminal 
prosecution of war crimes. It is written by an eminent group of scholars, many of 
whom have international reputations in their respective fi elds of expertise. Th is 
volume will provide both critical analysis of current issues and controversies 
as well as serving as a potentially useful reference for anyone interested in 
this topical body of law for academic or professional reasons. I am happy to 
recommend it.”

Prof. Dr Terry Gill, University of Amsterdam
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FOREWORD

Th is is not an international humanitarian law (IHL) textbook. It covers much 
more ground. However, readers of the core Chapters 5–14 will come away 
with a very good overview of IHL – accurate down to the fi nest detail – and an 
in-depth understanding of some of the most pressing questions in the fi eld today. 
Th e discussion of those issues is oft en placed within their broader historical 
and factual contexts, without too much emphasis on controversial debates 
among scholars. Th e contributors speak with their diff erent voices, refl ecting 
a diversity of styles and approaches. Some of them are respected authorities in 
the fi eld of IHL, while their contributions show the others to be very promising 
young scholars. Th e editors have succeeded in bringing together academics and 
practitioners, all united in the belief that the existing rules of IHL are still fi t for 
purpose (although one could certainly dream of better rules, it remains that in 
the world of dreams, IHL would anyway be irrelevant as there would be no armed 
confl icts). Th e contributors do not seek to deconstruct the law, rather they show 
what it can off er if correctly understood and interpreted in conformity with its 
object and purpose. Th ey do not hide, however, from the diffi  culties encountered 
in obtaining respect for the law in many contemporary armed confl icts.

Even established IHL experts will fi nd new arguments and food for thought 
in these pages. For example, Chapter 7 explains how provisions in recent 
weapons treaties can fi ll the gap between the well-developed rules on the conduct 
of hostilities in international armed confl icts and their near absence in treaty law 
applicable to non-international armed confl icts.

In dealing with implementation and enforcement, the book’s exclusive focus on 
criminal repression and on the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
(the mandate, role and activities of the latter being discussed with admiration in 
Chapter 13, which also presents the attendant diffi  cult dilemmas and criticisms 
made by some scholars) is very unorthodox. Th is focus may, however, be justifi ed, 
all the more so considering that states have very recently rejected (once again) 
new mechanisms for strengthening the respect of IHL during armed confl icts.1 
First, the other existing mechanisms either do not work (e.g. the International 

1 See the refusal of States to agree, aft er four years of extensive consultations, at the 32nd 
International Conference of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent, on a new mechanism 
proposed by the ICRC and Switzerland to strengthen compliance with IHL: ICRC, News 
release, “No agreement by States on mechanism to strengthen compliance with rules of 
war” (10  December 2015), available at: https://www.icrc.org/en/document/no-agreement-
states-mechanism-strengthen-compliance-rules-war, and the very disappointing resolution 
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Humanitarian Fact-Finding Commission) or they have a largely unclear legal 
meaning (e.g. the obligation to ensure respect under Article  1 common to the 
Geneva Conventions). Second, preventive action to generate respect for the law 
– such as dissemination, training and implementation of national legislation – is 
actually discussed in Chapter 13 in relation to the ICRC. Th ird, the editors and 
the author of Chapter 13 seem to have taken the view that, despite the increasing 
role they play, UN bodies cannot be considered implementation mechanisms of 
IHL (the role of the UN Security Council being discussed in relation with confl ict 
prevention and the law on the use of force in Chapters 2 and 4), and that their 
effi  cacy depends greatly on the political will of States rather than being driven 
by the rule of law. Fourth, while the increasing role of human rights bodies in 
enforcing IHL may be criticised but not denied, the legal basis on which such a 
role rests lies in the fact that human rights apply in armed confl icts and interact, 
in a manner that is still the subject of much debate, with IHL – an issue which is 
given very subtle and refreshing treatment in Chapter 6.

Around the core chapters dealing with IHL, several broader, relevant 
elements are arranged. Th e reader encounters in Chapter 1 a description of the 
evolution of warfare, in which the authors highlight certain armed confl icts 
to draw attention to some signifi cant wider phenomena (for example, total 
war, struggles over decolonisation or identity, wars of ideology, confl icts that 
perpetuate themselves, asymmetric wars and so-called “global wars”). Th e 
core chapters are also surrounded by others on confl ict prevention and post-
confl ict reconstruction and by two comprehensive overviews; the fi rst dealing 
with the law of neutrality, showing how and why it is still relevant today, and 
the second covering the jus contra bellum – the international rules governing 
the use of force. Th e latter chapter constitutes an excellent, nuanced and concise 
summary of this branch of international law. It provides impressive coverage of 
the scholarly debates on certain controversial questions as well as a successful 
attempt to deduce law from oft en inconsistent, if not selective, state practice. 
Reading those 43 pages may spare experts and students from having to go 
through thousands of pages elsewhere. In those chapters that go beyond IHL 
(but also some of the others), a particular emphasis is placed on the role of the 
European Union, without attempting to idealise it.

Th is book will certainly contribute to a better and more accurate 
understanding of IHL and of the legal regulation of problems arising in 
contemporary armed confl icts.

Prof. Marco Sassòli
University of Geneva

which was fi nally adopted, available at: http://rcrcconference.org/wp-content/uploads/
sites/3/2015/04/32IC-AR-Compliance_EN.pdf.
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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITORS

Understanding the increasingly complex nature of international and internal 
armed confl icts requires an accessible approach in which the law of the books 
is complemented by pertinent examples from modern practice. Th e current 
handbook sets out to bring this approach to life by bringing together a concise 
and comprehensible set of contributions with an integrated coverage of 
international humanitarian law. It aims to situate traditional topics of the law 
on armed confl icts in a broader legal and societal perspective. All chapters in the 
present collection have been draft ed anew, specifi cally with this goal in mind.

Th e broad scope of crisis management operations in the 21st century alone is 
testament to the evolving parameters of confl ict in recent years. Th ese operations 
combine short-term military interventions with long-ranging support for the 
reconstruction of civil society, and call on all capable global players to cooperate 
with local actors. For this reason, this handbook not only addresses the 
traditional issues and actors of international humanitarian law, it also covers the 
role of new and emerging players in the fi eld of international peace and security, 
such as the European Union. Th e Union’s integration in the global patchwork of 
armed confl ict actors is refl ected by highlighting its role among other players in 
various chapters of the present collection.

Th e structure of the handbook is conceived so that it follows the lifecycle 
of a confl ict, from the outbreak of hostilities to the repression of war crimes, 
bookended by chapters on prevention and post-confl ict reconstruction. Authors 
of the contributions are either vested authorities in the fi eld of international 
humanitarian law or promising young scholars. Th eir views are supplemented by 
the experience of practitioners, ensuring a lively debate on the at times complex 
issues arising in or around armed confl ict. In addition to the broad scope and 
accessible nature of the collection, this combination of experience and ambition 
makes the present volume a unique reference tool for students, scholars, 
practitioners, civil servants, diplomats and human rights workers around the 
globe.

A fi rst selection of contributions is dedicated to a comprehensive overview of 
the legal rules applicable during international and internal armed confl ict. Th ese 
cover such traditional topics as the law of neutrality (Chapter 3); the use of force 
(Chapter 4); the distinctions between international and non-international armed 
confl ict (Chapter 5) and between combatants and civilians (Chapter 8); old and 
new means and methods of combat (Chapters 9 and 10); the position of protected 
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persons (Chapter 11); and occupation (Chapter 12). To properly understand these 
core aspects of international humanitarian law, however, they should be placed 
in a broader context. Th is context is provided by contributions of broader legal 
and societal relevance, including a general typology of wars (Chapter 1); confl ict 
prevention (Chapter 2) and post-confl ict reconstruction (Chapter 15); human 
rights in armed confl ict (Chapter 6); the role of custom in warfare (Chapter 7); 
the role of the International Committee of the Red Cross (Chapter 13); and the 
repression of humanitarian violations (Chapter 14).

Prof. Dr Jan Wouters
Dr Philip De Man

Nele Verlinden

*   *
*

A personal word of gratitude is appropriate here. Th is handbook is the fruit of 
many years of teaching and scholarly investment and cooperation. I conceived 
and started to teach the course “Armed Confl icts and the Law” at the KU Leuven 
Faculty of Law 13 years ago, in the academic year 2002–2003. From the outset, 
the structure of the course resembled the approach refl ected in this handbook. 
It was wonderful to involve in the handbook process many of the assistants, 
scholars and practitioners who lectured over all these years in the course, 
which is currently entitled “Humanitarian and Security Law from a European 
Perspective”. I am proud to say that no less than six of the authors obtained their 
PhD in Law under my supervision at KU Leuven, whereas two others are in the 
process of writing a doctoral thesis. Since 2012, we have used as a companion 
for the course J. Wouters and Ph. De Man, Humanitarian and Security Law. A 
Compendium of International and European Instruments, Antwerp – Oxford, 
Intersentia, 2012, xiv + 998 p., to which the footnotes in this handbook make 
ample references. It was a joy, and an honour, to work with all of them, and to 
teach so many generations of students. Th is book is dedicated to our past and 
current students, in the hope that they will contribute to a more humane and 
peaceful world.

Prof. Dr Jan Wouters
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on the Peaceful Settlement of 
International Disputes

49

14 December 1974 UNGA Resolution 3314 (XXIX) on the 
Defi nition of Aggression

92, 113, 120–
121, 123, 127, 
135, 178, 487

187

1 August 1975 Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe Final Act

46, 67, 84

18 May 1977 Convention on the Prohibition of 
Military or any other Hostile Use 
of Environmental Modifi cation 
Techniques 

293–294, 303, 
329–332, 361

388

8 June 1977 Protocol (I) Additional to the Geneva 
Conventions of 12/08/1949 and 
Relating to the Protection of Victims 
of International Armed Confl ict 

15, 19, 78, 80, 
83, 88, 94, 103, 
151–153, 155–
160, 172–175, 
205, 210, 221–
226, 228–229, 
232–234, 238–
239, 259–260, 
261, 263–275, 
277–296, 298–
299, 302, 303, 
305–306, 309–
310, 314–327, 
330–338, 340–
341, 344, 346–
349, 353, 361–
364, 368–385, 
387–388, 390, 
392–400, 402, 
405–407, 415, 
418, 430, 432–
433, 435, 442

121

8 June 1977 Protocol (II) Additional to the Geneva 
Conventions of 12/08/1949 and 
Relating to the Protection of Victims 
of Non-International Armed Confl icts

15, 16, 19, 80, 
151–152, 155, 
162–163, 168–
171, 174, 179–

150
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180, 205, 221–
227, 229, 231–
234, 236–239, 
296, 298–303, 
325–326, 334, 
336, 341–342, 
368, 377–378, 
405–416, 448, 
476

4 November 1977 UNSC Resolution 418 on South Africa 136
23 August 1978 Vienna Convention on Succession of 

States in Respect of Treaties
46

6 October 1978 UNSC Resolution 436 on Lebanon 374
17 December 1979 UNGA Resolution 34/169 Containing 

the Code of conduct for law 
enforcement offi  cials

213

21 December 1979 UNSC Resolution 460 on Southern 
Rhodesia

136

1980s
10 October 1980 Convention on Prohibitions or 

Restrictions on the Use of Certain 
Conventional Weapons Which May 
be Deemed to be Excessively Injurious 
or to Have Indiscriminate Eff ects 

221–223, 227–
228, 308, 312–
313, 481

399

10 October 1980 Protocol (I) on Non-Detectable 
Fragments

222, 223, 228, 
313

402

10 October 1980 Protocol (II) on Prohibitions or 
Restrictions on the Use of Mines 
Booby-Traps and Other Devices

222–223, 228–
229, 298, 300, 
313, 325, 353–
354

402

10 October 1980 Protocol (III) on Prohibition or 
Restrictions on the Use of Incendiary 
Weapons

222–223, 228–
229, 298, 313, 
354–355

409

18 June 1981 Treaty establishing the Organization 
of Eastern Caribbean States

46

19 June 1981 UNSC Resolution 487 on Iraq-Israel 117
27 June 1981 African Charter on Human and 

Peoples Rights
189

29 July 1981 General Comment No. 3 of the 
Human Rights Committee on the 
Implementation of the Covenant on 
the National Level

202

31 July 1981 General Comment No. 5 of the 
Human Rights Committee on 
Derogation of Rights

195
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9 December 1981 UNGA Resolution 36/103 containing 

the Declaration on the Inadmissibility 
of Intervention and Interference in the 
Internal Aff airs of States

177 192

3 April 1982 UNSC Resolution 502 on the Falkland 
Islands (Malvinas)

135

15 November 1982 Manila Declaration on the Peaceful 
Settlement of Disputes

42, 44, 46, 47–
49

194

10 December 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea 43, 47, 51, 89
2 November 1983 UNGA Resolution 38/7 on the 

Situation in Grenada
133

28 September 1984 Siracusa Principles on the Limitation 
and Derogation Provisions in the 
International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights

189

10 December 1984 Convention against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment

507, 509 198

8 November 1985 UNGA Resolution 40/9 containing the 
Solemn appeal to States in confl ict to 
cease armed action forthwith and to 
settle disputes between them through 
negotiations, and to States Members 
of the United Nations to undertake 
to solve situations of tension and 
confl ict and existing disputes by 
political means and to refrain from 
the threat or use of force and from any 
intervention in the internal aff airs of 
other States

43, 44, 47

24 February 1986 UNSC Resolution 582 on Iraq-Iran 87
4 December 1986 UNGA Resolution 41/92 on the 

Establishment of a comprehensive 
system of international peace and 
security

44

20 July 1987 UNSC Resolution 598 on Iraq-Islamic 
Republic of Iran

135

18 November 1987 UNGA Resolution 42/22 containing 
the Declaration on the Enhancement 
of the Eff ectiveness of the Principle of 
Refraining from the Th reat or Use of 
Force in International Relations

49

7 December 1987 UNGA Resolution 42/93 on 
a Comprehensive system of 
international peace and security

44
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5 December 1988 Declaration on the Prevention and 

Removal of Disputes and Situations 
which May Th reaten International 
Peace and Security

9 December 1988 UNGA Resolution 43/173 Containing 
the Body of Principles for the 
Protection of All Persons under Any 
Form of Detention or Imprisonment

213

17 November 1989 UNGA Resolution 44/23 on 
the United Nations Decade of 
International Law

44

20 November 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child 19, 189, 196, 
399, 415

205

4 December 1989 Convention against the Recruitment, 
Use, Financing and Training of 
Mercenaries

88 210

4 December 1989 UNGA Resolution 44/39 on 
International criminal responsibility 
of individuals and entities engaged 
in illicit traffi  cking in narcotic drugs 
across national frontiers and other 
transnational criminal activities: 
establishment of an international 
criminal court with jurisdiction over 
such crimes

496

29 December 1989 UNGA Resolution 44/240 on the 
Eff ects of the military intervention 
by the United States of America in 
Panama on the situation in Central 
America

133

1990s
6 August 1990 UNSC Resolution 661 on Iraq-Kuwait 95, 97
24 September 1990 UNSC Resolution 669 on Iraq-Kuwait 136
16 October 1990 UNGA Resolution 45/6 on the 

Observer status for the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, in 

449

consideration of the special role and 
mandates conferred upon it by the 
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949

20 November 1990 UNGA Resolution 45/21 on the 
Question of Western Sahara

174

29 November 1990 UNSC Resolution 678 on Iraq-Kuwait 98, 139
3 April 1991 UNSC Resolution 687 on Iraq-Kuwait 50, 142
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9 December 1991 UNGA Resolution 46/59 containing 

the Declaration on Fact-fi nding by 
the United Nations in the Field of the 
Maintenance of International Peace 
and Security

50

7 February 1992 Maastricht Treaty on European Union 61, 100, 523
27 February 1992 Council Regulation 443/92 of 

25 February 1992 on fi nancial and 
technical assistance to, and economic 
cooperation with, the developing 
countries in Asia and Latin America

528

31 March 1992 UNSC Resolution 748 on the Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya

135, 141

10 April 1992 General Comment No. 21 replacing 
General Comment No. 9 of 
the Human Rights Committee 
Concerning Humane Treatment of 
Persons Deprived of Liberty

202

17 June 1992 An Agenda for Peace: Preventive 
Diplomacy, Peacemaking and Peace 
Keeping 

30–31, 35, 36, 
38, 56, 147, 
514

481

19 June 1992 Petersberg Declaration 523
14 September 1992 UNSC Resolution 776 on Bosnia and 

Herzegovina
148

6 October 1992 UNSC Resolution 780 on the former 
Yugoslavia

491

29 October 1992 UNGA Resolution 47/11 on 
Cooperation between the United 
Nations and Organization of 
American States

55

25 November 1992 UNGA Resolution 47/37 on Protection 
of the environment in times of armed 
confl ict

328, 332

3 December 1992 UNSC Resolution 794 on Somalia 183
11 December 1992 UNSC Resolution 795 on the Former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
58

14 December 1992 OSCE Convention on Conciliation 
and Arbitration

48

13 January 1993 Ottawa Convention on the 
Prohibition of the Development, 
Production, Stockpiling and Use of 
Chemical Weapons and on Th eir 
Destruction

12, 153, 221, 
223, 312, 325, 
355–359, 362, 
364

414

10 February 1993 UNGA Resolution 47/120 on An 
Agenda for Peace: Preventive 
Diplomacy and Related Matters

44
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22 February 1993 UNSC Resolution 808 on the 

International Criminal Tribunal for 
the former Yugoslavia

491, 542

19 March 1993 Accord entre le Conseil fédéral suisse 
et le Comité international de la Croix-
Rouge en vue de déterminer le statut 
juridique du Comité en Suisse

450

26 March 1993 UNSC Resolution 814 on Somalia 183
10 April 1993 UNSC Resolution 822 on Armenia-

Azerbaijan
397

25 May 1993 UNSC Resolution 827 on the 
International Criminal Tribunal for 
the former Yugoslavia

141, 491, 542

25 May 1993 Statute for the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the Prosecution of 
Persons Responsible for Serious 
Violations of International 
Humanitarian Law Committed in the 
Territory of the Former Yugoslavia 
since 1991

153–154, 236, 
310, 489–494, 
500, 501, 508, 
510, 542

562

4 June 1993 UNSC Resolution 836 on Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

148, 183

6 June 1993 UNSC Resolution 837 on Somalia 183
18 June 1993 UNSC Resolution 844 on Bosnia and 

Herzegovina
183

29 July 1993 UNSC Resolution 853 on Armenia-
Azerbaijan

397

14 October 1993 UNSC Resolution 874 on Armenia-
Azerbaijan

397

16 October 1993 UNSC Resolution 875 on Haiti 134
12 June 1994 San Remo Manual on International 

Law Applicable to Armed Confl icts 
78, 87, 90, 98, 
104, 277, 379, 
380, 479

217

26 May 1994 UNSC Resolution 919 on South Africa 136
27 June 1994 UNSC Resolution 930 on South Africa 136
1 July 1994 UNSC Resolution 935 on the 

Commission of Experts to 
examine violations of international 
humanitarian law committed in 
Rwanda

493

11 July 1994 Council Regulation 1734/94 on 
Financial and technical cooperation 
with the Occupied Territories

528

31 July 1994 UNSC Resolution 940 on a UN 
Mission in Haiti

133–134
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19 October 1994 UNGA Resolution 49/2 on the 

Observer status for the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies in the General 
Assembly

449

8 November 1994 UNSC Resolution 955 on the 
Establishment of the International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) 
and adoption of the Statute of the 
Tribunal

141, 493, 542

8 November 1994 Statute of the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda 

154, 489–490, 
492–494, 501, 
504, 508, 542

569

9 December 1994 Convention on the Safety of United 
Nations and Associated Personnel

187 232

3 January 1995 Supplement to An Agenda for Peace 30, 136, 148, 
514

488

31 March 1995 UNSC Resolution 983 on the UN 
Preventive Deployment Force 
(UNPREDEP) within Th e former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

58

14 April 1995 UNSC Resolution 986 on Iraq 137
13 October 1995 Protocol (IV) to the Convention on 

Certain Conventional Weapons on 
Blinding Laser Weapons 

222–223, 228, 
313, 355, 362

410

29 January 1996 United Nations Model Rules for the 
Conciliation of Disputes between 
States

51

18 February 1996 Rome Agreement to Strengthen and 
Advance the Peace Process in the 
former Yugoslavia

542

3 May 1996 Amended Protocol (II) on 
Prohibitions on Restrictions on the 
Use of Mines, Booby-Traps and Other 
Devices

163, 222–223, 
227–229

27 June 1996 Council of Europe Resolution 1096 on 
Measures to Dismantle the Heritage 
of former Communist Totalitarian 
Regimes 

548

11 July 1996 UNSC Resolution 1064 on Angola 410
23 July 1996 Council Regulation 1488/96 on 

Financial and technical measures 
to accompany the reform of 
economic and social structures 
in the framework of the Euro-
Mediterranean partnership

528
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25 July 1996 ECOSOC Resolution 1996/31 on the 

Consultative relationship between 
the United Nations and non-
governmental organizations

449

18 September 1997 Ottawa Convention on the Prohibition 
of Use, Stockpiling, Production and 
Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and 
on their Destruction

20, 153, 221, 
223, 229, 313–
314, 477, 481

450

2 October 1997 Amsterdam Treaty (EU) 523
8 October 1997 UNSC Resolution 1132 on Sierra 

Leone
133

27 November 1997 Agreement on the Organization of 
the International Activities of the 
Components of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Movement

455

16 March 1998 UNSC Resolution 1156 on Sierra 
Leone

133

27 March 1998 UNSC Resolution 1159 C on the 
Situation in Central African Republic

58

14 April 1998 UNSC Resolution 1162 on Sierra 
Leone

133

30 May 1998 Helsinki Principles on the Law of 
Maritime Neutrality 

79, 87, 104

17 July 1998 Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court 

17, 19, 153–
154, 163–165, 
221, 223–224, 
227–229, 240, 
298, 309, 323, 
327–328, 333, 
334, 339–340, 
398–400, 408, 
412, 415–416, 
486, 489, 492–
494, 496–502, 
508, 511, 539–
541, 543

580

23 September 1998 UNSC Resolution 1199 on Kosovo 40
24 October 1998 UNSC Resolution 1203 on Kosovo 40
17 November 1998 UNSC Resolution 1207 on the 

International Criminal Tribunal on 
the former Yugoslavia

510

20 January 1999 UNGA Resolution 53/101 containing 
Principles and guidelines for 
international negotiations

47
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26 March 1999 Second Protocol to the Hague 

Convention of 1954 for the Protection 
of Cultural Property in the Event of 
Armed Confl ict 

153, 163, 221, 
223, 228–229, 
288, 298, 300

170

10 June 1999 UNSC Resolution 1244 on Kosovo 141
7 July 1999 Lomé Peace Agreement between the 

Government of Sierra Leone and the 
Revolutionary United Front of Sierra 
Leone

501, 546

6 August 1999 Secretary-General’s Bulletin: 
Observance by United Nations Forces 
of International Humanitarian Law

184–185 243

29 December 1999 Council Regulation 99/2000 
Concerning the provision of 
assistance to the partner States in 
Eastern Europe and Central Asia

528

2000s
31 January 2000 Report of the International 

Commission of Inquiry on East Timor 
to the Secretary-General

505

27 March 2000 We the Peoples: Th e Role of the United 
Nations in the Twenty-First Century

32

25 May 2000 Optional Protocol to the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child on the 
Involvement of Children in Armed 
Confl ict

19–20, 221, 
223, 399, 415

207

23 June 2000 Partnership Agreement between the 
members of the African, Caribbean 
and Pacifi c Group of States of the one 
part and the European Community 
and its Member States of the other 
part

528–529

11 July 2000 Constitutive Act of the African Union 84, 130
29 June 2000 Regulation 1726/2000 of the European 

Parliament and of the Council on 
development cooperation with South 
Africa

528

21 August 2000 Brahimi Report of the Panel on 
United Nations Peace Operations

148, 515–516

7 September 2000 UNSC Resolution 1318 on an Eff ective 
role for the Security Council in the 
maintenance of international peace 
and security, particularly in Africa

148
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13 November 2000 UNSC Resolution 1327 on the 

Implementation of the report of 
the Panel on United Nations Peace 
Operations (S/2000/809)

148, 187

30 November 2000 UNSC Resolution 1329 on the 
International Criminal Tribunal 
for the former Yugoslavia and 
International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda 

494

5 December 2000 Council Regulation 2666/2000 
on Assistance for Albania, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Croatia, the 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and 
the Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia

530

5 December 2000 Council Regulation 2667/2000 on the 
European Agency for Reconstruction

530

11 December 2000 Treaty of Nice (EU) 523
12 December 2000 Agreement between the Government 

of the State of Eritrea and the Federal 
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

237

22 January 2001 Council Decision 2001/78/CFSP 
Setting up the Political and Security 
Committee 

523–524

22 January 2001 Council Decision 2001/79/CFSP 
Setting up the Military Committee of 
the European Union

523–524

22 January 2001 Council Decision 2001/80/CFSP on 
the Establishment of the Military Staff  
of the European Union

523–524

26 February 2001 Council Regulation 381/2001 creating 
a rapid-reaction mechanism

530

11 April 2001 Communication from the 
Commission on Confl ict Prevention

61–62, 72

13 June 2001 UNSC Resolution 1353 on 
Strengthening co-operation with 
troop-contributing countries

148

15–16 June 2001 EU Programme for the Prevention of 
Violent Confl icts

62–63

20 July 2001 Programme of Action to Prevent, 
Combat, and Eradicate the Illicit 
Trade in Small Arms and Light 
Weapons in All Its Aspects

20

10 August 2001 ILC Draft  Articles on Responsibility 
of States for Internationally Wrongful 
Acts

47–48, 88, 92, 
96–98, 115, 
123, 159, 177
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10 August 2001 Law on the Establishment of the 

Extraordinary Chambers in the 
Courts of Cambodia

503

15 August 2001 UNSC Resolution 1315 on Sierra 
Leone

501, 504

30 August 2001 UNSC Resolution 1366 on the Role of 
the Security Council in the prevention 
of armed confl icts

32 492

31 August 2001 General Comment No. 29 of the 
Human Rights Committee on the 
State of Emergency

189, 190, 195–
196, 216

12 September 2001 UNSC Resolution 1368 on Th reats 
to international peace and security 
caused by terrorist acts

121–123 718

28 September 2001 UNSC Resolution 1373 on Th reats 
to international peace and security 
caused by terrorist acts

121, 142 718

20 December 2001 UNSC Resolution 1386 on 
Afghanistan 

26

21 December 2001 Amendment to Article 1 of the 
Convention on Prohibitions or 
Restrictions on the Use of Certain 
Conventional Weapons which may be 
Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or 
to have Indiscriminate Eff ects

153 402

16 January 2002 Statute of the SCSL, Annexed to 
the Agreement between the United 
Nations and the Government of Sierra 
Leone on the Establishment of the 
Special Court for Sierra Leone

504, 511 687

4 March 2002 Loi portant assentiment à l’Accord de 
siège entre le Royaume de Belgique et 
le Comité International de la Croix-
Rouge fait à Bruxelles le 19 avril 1999

450

3 May 2002 Protocol 13 to the European 
Convention on Human Rights 
Concerning the Abolition of the 
Death Penalty in All Circumstances 

208

12 July 2002 UNSC Resolution 1422 on United 
Nations peacekeeping

500

14 August 2002 UNSC Resolution 1431 on the 
International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda

494

19 November 2002 UNGA Resolution 57/26 on the 
Prevention and peaceful settlement of 
disputes

44
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18 December 2002 UNGA Resolution 57/228A on the 

Khmer Rouge Trials
503

20 January 2003 Headquarter Agreement between his 
Majesty’s Government of Nepal and 
the International Committee of the 
Red Cross

450

22 May 2003 UNGA Resolution 57/228B on the 
Khmer Rouge Trials

503

12 June 2003 UNSC Resolution 1487 on United 
Nations peacekeeping

500

28 August 2003 UNSC Resolution 1503 on the 
International Criminal Tribunal 
for the former Yugoslavia and 
International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda

493–495, 506, 
543

6 October 2003 Completion Strategy of the 
International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda

508, 543

27 October 2003 UNSC Resolution 1512 on the 
International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda

494

28 November 2003 Protocol (V) to the Convention on 
Certain Conventional Weapons on 
Explosive Remnants of War 

222–223, 313 410

12 December 2003 A Secure Europe in a Better World: 
European Security Strategy

61–62, 63, 70, 
532

786

26 March 2004 UNSC Resolution 1534 on the 
International Criminal Tribunal 
for the former Yugoslavia and 
International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda

543

26 March 2004 UNSC Resolution 1536 on 
Afghanistan

535

2 April 2004 Besluit van de Vlaamse regering 
tot goedkeuring van de gewijzigde 
statuten van het Belgische Rode Kruis

457

21 April 2004 General Comment No. 31 of the 
Human Rights Committee on 
the Nature of the General Legal 
Obligation Imposed on States Parties 
to the Covenant

188, 202–203, 
204, 209

28 April 2004 UNSC Resolution 1540 on the Non-
proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction

142 459

8 June 2004 UNSC Resolution 1546 on the 
Situation between Iraq and Kuwait

26, 176, 
431–432
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18 June 2004 Elements of Implementation of the 

EU-UN Joint Declaration on Military 
Crisis Management Operations

64

19 June 2004 Organic Law No. 16/2004 Establishing 
the Organization, Competence 
and Functioning of Gacaca Courts 
Charged with Prosecuting and Trying 
the Perpetrators of the Crime of 
Genocide and Other Crimes against 
Humanity, Committed between 
October 1, 1990 and December 31, 
1994

544–545

29 November 2004 Council Regulation 2068/2004 
amending Regulation 2667/2000 
on the European Agency for 
Reconstruction

530

2 December 2004 Report of the High-level Panel on 
Th reats, Challenges and Change. 
A More Secure World: Our Shared 
Responsibility

119, 131, 141, 
516–517

13

31 March 2005 UNSC Resolution 1593 on Sudan 233
20 April 2005 UNSC Resolution 1597 on the 

International Criminal Tribunal for 
the former Yugoslavia

494

22 May 2005 UNSC Resolution 1483 on the 
situation between Iraq and Kuwait

438

23 May 2005 In Larger Freedom: Towards 
Development, Security and Human 
Rights for All

119, 517 24

31 August 2005 UNSC Resolution 1620 on Sierra 
Leone

58

24 October 2005 UNGA Resolution 60/1 on the 2005 
World Summit Outcome

32, 42, 50, 131

8 November 2005 UNSC Resolution 1637 on Iraq 26
8 December 2005 Protocol (III) Additional to the 

Geneva Conventions Relating to the 
Adoption of an Additional Distinctive 
Emblem

221, 223, 368, 
379, 476

154

20 December 2005 UNSC Resolution 1645 on Post-
confl ict Peacebuilding

517–519 524

20 December 2005 UNSC Resolution 1646 on Post-
confl ict Peacebuilding

517–519

30 December 2005 UNGA Resolution 60/180 on the 
Peacebuilding Commission

517–519 527
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13 April 2006 ILC Report on the Fragmentation 

of International Law: Diffi  culties 
Arising from the Diversifi cation and 
Expansion of International Law

207

28 April 2006 UNSC Resolution 1674 on Protection 
of Civilians in Armed Confl icts 

131 270

22 June 2006 Statutes of the International 
Movement of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies

372, 449, 454, 
456–458, 466–
467, 476, 481

11 August 2006 UNSC Resolution 1701 on the Middle 
East

115

17 July 2006 Council Regulation 1085/2006 
establishing an Instrument for Pre-
Accession Assistance

529

22 August 2006 Initial Terms of Reference of the 
Peacebuilding Fund

520

24 October 2006 Regulation (EC) No 1638/2006 of 
the European Parliament and of 
the Council laying down general 
provisions establishing a European 
Neighbourhood and Partnership 
Instrument

529

1 November 2006 OSCE Rules of Procedure 68, 71
15 November 2006 Regulation 1717/2006 of the European 

Parliament and of the Council 
establishing an Instrument for 
Stability

531–532

28 November 2006 Council Regulation 1756/2006 
amending Regulation 2667/2000 
on the European Agency for 
Reconstruction

530

16 May 2007 Provisional Rules of Procedure of the 
Peacebuilding Commission

517

18 June 2007 Resolution 5/1 on Institution-building 
of the United Nations Human Rights 
Council

449

25 July 2007 Report of the Peacebuilding 
Commission on its First Session

518

18 October 2007 Treaty establishing the European 
Gendarmerie Force

527

13 December 2007 Treaty on European Union 61, 63, 64, 
523–524

771

13 December 2007 Treaty on the Functioning of the 
European Union

70

30 May 2008 Oslo Convention on Cluster 
Munitions 

153, 221, 223, 
314, 477, 481
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4 August 2008 UNSC Resolution 1829 on the 

Situation in Sierra Leone
58

17 September 2008 Montreux Document on Pertinent 
International Legal Obligations and 
Good Practices for States Related to 
Operations of Private Military and 
Security Companies during Armed 
Confl ict

22, 27, 270 304

11 December 2008 Report on the Implementation of the 
European Security Strategy

62, 529 791

13 April 2009 Arrangements for the Revision 
of the Terms of Reference for the 
Peacebuilding Fund

520

15 May 2009 HPCR Manual on International Law 
Applicable to Air and Missile Warfare 

78, 87, 90, 98, 
104, 277–278, 
283, 344, 348, 
359–360, 379, 
479

323

10 November 2009 Concept on Strengthening EU 
Mediation and Dialogue Capabilities

62

13 December 2009 Treaty of Lisbon (EU) 61, 64, 70, 72, 
523–524, 526

17 December 2009 UNSC Resolution 1904 on Th reats 
to international peace and security 
caused by terrorist acts

137 728

2010s
21 September 2010 Council Decision 2010/565/CFSP 

on the European Union Mission 
to Provide Advice and Assistance 
for Security Sector Reform in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo

533–534

22 December 2010 UNSC Resolution 1966 on the 
International Residual Mechanism for 
Criminal Tribunals 

495, 544

26 February 2011 UNSC Resolution 1970 on Peace and 
Security in Africa

132 369

17 March 2011 UNSC Resolution 1973 on Libya 132, 140 373
30 March 2011 UNSC Resolution 1975 on Côte 

d’Ivoire
132

3 June 2011 ILC Draft  Articles on the 
Responsibility of International 
Organisations

183, 188

10 May 2011 UNGA Resolution 65/276 on the 
Participation of the European Union 
in the work of the United Nations

64
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28 July 2011 UNGA Resolution 65/283 on the 

Strengthening the role of mediation 
in peaceful settlement of disputes, 
confl ict prevention and resolution

49

14 June 2012 Plan of Action to enhance EU CSDP 
support to UN peacekeeping

65

27 June 2012 UNSC Resolution 2053 on the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo

183

13 November 2012 Council Decision 2012/698/CFSP on 
the Establishment of a Warehouse for 
Civilian Crisis Management Missions

526

21 March 2013 UNGA Resolution 67/85 on the 
Safety and security of humanitarian 
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