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Editors’ PrEfacE

This publication is part of the research networking Programme (rnP) ‘Beyond 
Territoriality: Globalization and Transnational human rights obligations’ 
(GloThro) which ran from may 2010 to may 2014 and was financially 
supported by the european science Foundation (esF). over the course of its 
four years GloThro has developed into one of the most important academic 
projects broaching questions of extra-territorial human rights protection and the 
obligations of multiple state and non-state actors.

This book is dedicated to one key aspect that connects the protecting of human 
rights and human dignity and the extraterritorial obligations of states under 
international law: the protection of the common interest. The book addresses 
several key questions that the issue engages: what is the common interest – or what 
are common interests? how does international law protect common interests? 
what are the obligations of states vis-à-vis each other and the international 
community? what role do different state and non-state actors have? and what 
can the protection of the common interest in different regimes tell us about the 
future of international law more globally?

The process of inviting contributions to this volume was particularly thorough 
and responsive. The contributions were presented at two workshops hosted by 
the University of Graz, on 11–12 october 2012 and 30–31 october 2013, and then 
extended and refined by the authors in light of discussions and comments. The 
introduction and the conclusions, written by all editors, frame and position the 
eleven contributions by both emerging and renowned scholars.

at the University of Graz the editors would like to thank manuela rusz for 
editorial support and co-editor matthias C. Kettemann, who had the main role 
in reviewing the contributions. at Intersentia, we would like to thank the two 
reviewers for their comments and Tom scheirs for his valuable support.

In his introduction into international law, malcolm n.  shaw writes that “[i] n 
the long march of mankind from the cave to the computer a central role has 
always been played by the idea of law”. In this book, we show that – transcending 
international legal regimes – the idea of a ‘common interest’ is just as important. 
not only law  –  that is in shaw’s words “[the idea] that order is necessary and 
chaos inimical to a just and stable existence” – is necessary for the international 
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community to flourish, but the common pursuance of issues of common interest 
through international law.

The contributors to this book show that it is time to turn the page when it comes 
to protecting the common interest in international law. To find out how, you will 
need to do the same.

Graz, antwerp, Frankfurt am main, oslo
august 2014

wolfgang Benedek, Koen De Feyter, matthias C. Kettemann, Christina Voigt
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ICTs Information and Communication Technologies
ICTY International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
IDa International Development association
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abbreviations3e
 p

ro
ef

Ihl International humanitarian law
IlC International law Commission
ImF International monetary Fund
IP Internet Protocol
IXP Internet exchange Point
lDCs least Developed Countries
mDGs millennium Development Goals
msI-DUI Council of europe’s Committee of experts on rights of Internet 

Users
nam non-aligned movement
nGos non-Governmental organizations
oDa official Development assistance
oeCD organisation for economic Co-operation
r2P responsibility to Protect
sDGs sustainable Development Goals
sIDs small Island Developing states
TCP Transmission Control Protocol
TrIPs agreement on Trade-related aspects of Intellectual Property 

rights
UDhr Universal Declaration of human rights
UK United Kingdom
Un United nations
UnCTaD United nations Conference on Trade and Development
UnDP United nations Development Program
UnesCo United nations educational, scientific and Cultural organization
UnFCCC United nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
UnhrC United nations human rights Council
UnsC United nations security Council
UPr Universal Periodic review
Usa United states of america
VDPa Vienna Declaration and Programme of action
VClT Vienna Convention on the law of Treaties
VoIP Voice over IP
wB world Bank
wsIs world summit on the Information society
wso world summit outcome
wTo world Trade organisation
www world wide web
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