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PREFACE

Four years have elapsed since the previous edition. For this new edition it was
necessary to wait until the transitionary period of the Treaty of Lisbon came to
an end on 1 December 2014 and the first subsequent experiences could be
incorporated. It has been a great pleasure to see that the second edition is
frequently used, both in courses on European criminal law and cooperation in
criminal matters at various universities and training schools for the judiciary,
and in academic writings. I was honoured that it was translated into Romanian
in 2014." I thank the Soros-Foundation for the generous support to carry out the
translation.

This third edition has kept the main features of the second. However, some
important changes must be mentioned. A new Chapter 4 on the interpretation of
the law better reflects the particularities of how to interpret European criminal
law in a national setting. Elaborate revisions also took place in the chapter on
criminal procedure, now Chapter 6. This was especially necessary in view of
defence directives that have been adopted in recent years. They change the nature
of criminal procedure.

The book remains unique in the wealth of court decisions and legal
instruments it covers. It is my ambition to make European Criminal Law an
invaluable source for every European and criminal lawyer (whether practitioner,
academic or student). This third updated and extended edition fully covers all
recent developments up to and including 1 October 2015.

I am honoured with the apt feedback I received from Christina Peristeridou,
almost on a 24/7 basis, as well as from her managing the Annex on the Literature
on European Criminal Law in the Member States. I am most grateful to Hannah
Brodersen, Miguel Joao de Almeida Costa, Johannes Keiler, Christina
Peristeridou and Charlotte Rober for their comments on Chapter 10, which
ought to be the icing on the cake. It is great to see the research group on
European Criminal Law functioning in practice.

I am most grateful to Hans Kluwer and Ann-Christin Maak for their patience
and confidence that significantly contributed to the third edition of this work.
Last, but not least, I thank Rebecca Pound for her time and effort in editing the
manuscript.

* Dreptul Penal European. O abordare integrativéd, Editura Cartier, Bucuresti 2014.
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Preface

I would appreciate any comments and observations, and would be happy to
try and answer any questions that any reader might have (andreklip@
maastrichtuniversity.nl).

André Klip
Maastricht, October 2015
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