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PREFACE

Years before I was born, Prof. Stephen Marks wrote that ‘careers in human rights 
are less numerous and less lucrative than those in corporate law. […] In other 
words, a career in human rights implies a certain degree of risk. Yet, in my 
experience, that risk is worth taking’ (S. Marks, ‘Emerging human rights: A new 
generation for the 1980s?’ (1980–81) 33 Rutgers Law Review 435, 435). I agree, 
although I must admit that during the writing process of this book, I have 
encountered moments of frustration and profound doubt towards the very idea 
of human rights. I started my doctoral studies blindly in love with human rights, 
wanted to run away from them a year later, and fi nally learnt to appreciate their 
merits while also recognizing their shortcomings. It has been an interesting yet 
necessary challenge over the past years to separate feelings of activism from 
objective academic research.

My interest in and fascination with the issue of displacement and forced 
migration were triggered by a conversation in 2006 in Kigoma, Tanzania, with a 
Congolese refugee who was about to be repatriated to his homeland in D.R. 
Congo by the UN Refugee Agency. Violent confl ict in his region of origin had 
forced this man and his family to fl ee across the border more than twenty years 
ago. While queuing for rice and beans, a cold shower and a medical check, ‘home 
sweet home’ were the only words he repeatedly directed to me while wearing a 
fragile, seemingly endless smile. It was not until then that I understood the true 
meaning of home.

Writing this work has been an enriching experience, both academically and 
personally. If it succeeds in inspiring or empowering even one other person, it 
will have been a satisfying undertaking.
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