THE RIGHT NOT TO BE DISPLACED IN INTERNATIONAL LAW






THE RIGHT NOT TO BE
DISPLACED IN
INTERNATIONAL LAW

Michéle MOREL

m intersentia

Cambridge - Antwerp - Portland



Intersentia Publishing Ltd.

Trinity House | Cambridge Business Park | Cowley Road
Cambridge | CB4 0WZ | United Kingdom

Tel.: +44 1223 393 753 | Email: mail@intersentia.co.uk

Distribution for the UK: Distribution for the USA and Canada:
NBN International International Specialized Book Services
Airport Business Centre, 10 Thornbury Road 920 NE 58th Ave. Suite 300
Plymouth, PL6 7 PP Portland, OR 97213

United Kingdom USA

Tel.: +44 1752 202 301 | Fax: +44 1752202 331 Tel.: +1 800 944 6190 (toll free)

Email: orders@nbninternational.com Email: info@isbs.com
Distribution for Austria: Distribution for other countries:
Neuer Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Intersentia Publishing nv
Argentinierstrafle 42/6 Groenstraat 31

1040 Wien 2640 Mortsel

Austria Belgium

Tel.: +43 1 535 61 03 24 Tel.: +32 3 680 15 50

Email: office@nwv.at Email: mail@intersentia.be

The Right not to be Displaced in International Law
Michele Morel

© 2014 Intersentia
Cambridge — Antwerp - Portland
www.intersentia.com | www.intersentia.co.uk

ISBN 978-1-78068-205-1 GPRC
D/2014/7849/76 PeGeuraFr\Z?,‘istid
NUR 828 Content

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data. A catalogue record for this book is
available from the British Library.

No part of this book may be reproduced in any form, by print, photoprint, microfilm or any
other means, without written permission from the publisher.



PREFACE

Years before I was born, Prof. Stephen Marks wrote that ‘careers in human rights
are less numerous and less lucrative than those in corporate law. [...] In other
words, a career in human rights implies a certain degree of risk. Yet, in my
experience, that risk is worth taking’ (S. Marks, ‘Emerging human rights: A new
generation for the 1980s?’ (1980-81) 33 Rutgers Law Review 435, 435). I agree,
although I must admit that during the writing process of this book, I have
encountered moments of frustration and profound doubt towards the very idea
of human rights. I started my doctoral studies blindly in love with human rights,
wanted to run away from them a year later, and finally learnt to appreciate their
merits while also recognizing their shortcomings. It has been an interesting yet
necessary challenge over the past years to separate feelings of activism from
objective academic research.

My interest in and fascination with the issue of displacement and forced
migration were triggered by a conversation in 2006 in Kigoma, Tanzania, with a
Congolese refugee who was about to be repatriated to his homeland in D.R.
Congo by the UN Refugee Agency. Violent conflict in his region of origin had
forced this man and his family to flee across the border more than twenty years
ago. While queuing for rice and beans, a cold shower and a medical check, ‘home
sweet home” were the only words he repeatedly directed to me while wearing a
fragile, seemingly endless smile. It was not until then that I understood the true
meaning of home.

Writing this work has been an enriching experience, both academically and
personally. If it succeeds in inspiring or empowering even one other person, it
will have been a satisfying undertaking.
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