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Intersentia v

PREFACE

Th is book contains the fi ndings of the Cross-Border Welfare State research 
programme. Th is programme started in 2006 and created a liaison between the 
law faculties of the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, the University of Groningen 
and University of Leuven. Regioplan and the Bureau Maatschappelijke 
Participatie off ered contributions. All the researchers who were involved (and 
some supervisors), have presented their work by means of a short chapter. Th e 
fi rst chapter, written by Sarah van Walsum and myself, is longer and contains a 
overall analysis of the research fi ndings.

Th e book has been prepared specifi cally for the Access Denied Conference which 
took place in Amsterdam on 13 and 14  March 2012. Th e conference 
commemorated the closing of the Cross-Border Welfare State research project 
and launched a new international research network centring around the 
development of alternative policies for the social protection of irregular migrant 
workers, with the moral support of a number of international organisations and 
NGOs (www.rechten.vu.nl/accessdenied).

I am indebted to the Stichting Institute Gak for its unfailing fi nancial support, 
trust and patience.

I also thank Daan Beltman for his assistance in editing this book.

On behalf of the authors

Gijsbert Vonk (programme leader)
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