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To my mom,  

who taught me that any problem  

can be solved with a little creativity
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CHAPTER ONE
Frankie stared at the first question on his 

math quiz, and wrote down the number 23. 

That didn’t seem right. He attacked it with 

his eraser, leaving behind a black smudge 

cloud. Maybe if he skipped ahead, the next 

problem would be easier to solve.

It wasn’t. This one was even scarier. In 

fact, if Frankie turned his head sideways, 

the number 3 kind of looked like fangs. 
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He drew a pair of wings on it. Now it was 

a vampire bat! He added horns and claws 

and spiked tails to the other numbers.

Frankie’s quiz was covered with num-

ber monsters! Better get rid of them before 

his teacher, Miss Gordon, found out. Biting 

down on the green metal end of his pen-

cil, Frankie squeezed out every smidge of 

eraser he could. He went to work scrubbing 

9781416989721TEXT r2.indd   29781416989721TEXT r2.indd   2 9/12/25   3:22 PM9/12/25   3:22 PM



33

an 8 with a Cyclops eye when his eraser—

his ONLY eraser—popped out of the pen-

cil, double-bounced across his desk, and 

rolled underneath Miss Gordon’s chair.

These number monsters weren’t going 

away without a fight.
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